
Paper 2 Case 

Study Booklet 
• This covers each case study you have learnt. 

This is not all the revision you do but is 
essential to add detail to the base knowledge 
from your knowledge organisers. 

• Try and plan the practise questions as you go 
through the revision booklet. 

 

 



Case study of a NEE city (Lagos, Nigeria): location, importance, reasons for growth 

o Opportunities- access to healthcare, education, water supply, energy and 

economic development in urban industrial areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Practise Question: Give one way in which a major city in a LIC/NEE is regionally 

important (2) 



 Opportunities- access to healthcare, education, water supply, energy and economic 

development in urban industrial areas 

 
GCSE Practise Question: Give two pull factors that encourage people to move to 

urban areas in LICs/NEEs. (4) 



 
GCSE Practise Question: Explain how urban areas in less developed countries provide 

opportunities for economic development (6) 



 Challenges- growth of slums (Makoko), lack of clean water, sanitation, informal 

employment, crime, waste disposal, air/ water pollution, traffic congestion 

 
GCSE Practise Question: Assess the extent of the challenges created by urban growth 

in LICs/NEEs. Use a case study of a city in an LIC/NEE. (9) 



 Urban planning to improve the quality of life for the urban poor (Makoko Floating School) 

 

HOW CAN URBAN PLANNING IMPROVE LIFE IN LAGOS? 

• In 2014 a prototype floating school called the Makoko Floating School was built.  

• It had classrooms that could hold 60 children at a time. It was also used as a community centre when not 
being used for lessons.  

• The Makoko floating school comprised of alternative sustainable buildings and structures designed to adapt 
to the resident communities’ aquatic lifestyle.  

• The floating school utilised local materials such as bamboo, timber and resources to produce architecture 
that applies to the physical, social needs of people and reflects the culture of the community.  

• Wood was used as the major material for the structure, support and finishing of the school building. The 
form of the school building is a triangular A-Frame section with about 1,000-square-foot play area.  

 

➢ In 2016 the building collapsed due to heavy rain. No one was injured as the students and teachers were 
relocated 3 months earlier due to safety concerns. The school has been replaced by a new floating school. 

 

 

GCSE Practise Question: Evaluate the 

effectiveness of an urban planning strategy in 

helping to improve the quality of life for the 

urban poor. (9) 

https://www.internetgeography.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Makoko-Floating-School.jpg


Paper 2: Section A: Urban Issues and Challenges 

Case study of a HIC city (Manchester, UK): location, importance, reasons for growth (international and 

natural migration changing the city’s characteristics)  

o Opportunities- cultural mix, recreation, entertainment, employment, integrated transport 

systems, urban greening  

o Challenges- inequalities in housing, education, employment, urban deprivation, dereliction 

of buildings, greenfield/ brownfield sites, water disposal, urban sprawl (commuter towns) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Opportunities 

Employment • Media City in Salford – 10,000 jobs created in BBC, ITV, Lowry Theatre, shops and restaurants. Added £1 billion in 
first 5 years opened. 

• Manchester based companies (e.g. PLT, Boohoo, Siemens, Amazon, Warburton’s) 

• Manchester Science park – over 150 fast growth science and digital technology businesses on Oxford Road. 

Integrated 
Transport 
Systems 

• Bee Network (Metrolink, bus fleet and lanes, bikes, park and ride) 

• fleet of 101 environmentally-friendly diesel-electric hybrid buses and three fully electric buses.- 
£2 a ride 

• 93 stops with all trams electric and 62% of this power provided by wind! – 45 million tram 
journeys a year 

Urban 
Greening 

• Manchester lacks some of the green space of other UK cities. Nevertheless, it has 160 parks, such as Heaton Park 
• Mayfield Park Is Manchester City Centre’s Only New Urban Park Created In over 100 Years. Cost $1.4 billion 

 

 

 

 Impact of Migration on Manchester 

Positives Negatives 
Culture is enriched (food – Curry Mile in Rusholme, China Town, 
festivals - Manchester Caribbean festival, music) 

Increasing cost to services, such as health care and education. 
More people cause higher costs. 

Flexible and skilled workforce that can fill shortages. 16.5% of NHS 
staff moved over to fill staff shortages 

Tensions between different ethnic groups can lead to hate crimes 

More people spending money in the UK and more people paying 
taxes that pay for schools and hospitals. 

Migrant remittances (migrants send money to their families in their 
home country) which means it is not spent in Manchester 

 

Migrants are more prepared to take on low paid, low skilled jobs 
like fruit picking and lorry driving. 

Education is needed to help migrants learn English in schools that 
pushes up costs 
  

GCSE Practise Question: To what extent has urban change created social and economic 

opportunities in a UK city you have studied? (9) 



➢ Challenges - inequalities in housing, education, employment, urban deprivation, dereliction of 
buildings, Greenfield/ brownfield sites, water disposal, urban sprawl (commuter towns) 

 

Manchester is classed as the 6th most deprived place in the North-West. Of the core cities, only Birmingham ranks 

as more deprived than Manchester. 29.7% of Manchester’s children live in income-deprived families. This is due to 

deindustrialisation (shutting down of factories that the working class would have worked in) during the 1970’s. Also 

the cost of living increasing.  

 

 

Examples of Inequality between Miles Platting and West Didsbury (both in Manchester) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges 

As Manchester grows and switches from being an industrial town there are changes to the environment 

 

  

Key Words 

• Urban decline is the deterioration of the inner city 

often caused by lack of investment and 

maintenance. 

• Social deprivation - The degree to which a person 

or area lacks what they really need such as decent 

housing, adequate income and employment.  

 

West 

Didsbury 

(richer) 

Mile 

Platting 

(Poorer) 

Reasons 

• Residents have less 
disposable income to 
afford healthy food and 
healthy lifestyle 

• Deindustrialisation led to 
unemployment of 
previously skilled workers 

• Deprivation can lead to 
poorer attitude towards 
education so lack of 
educational attainment  

• Residents are unable to 
afford a mortgage to buy 
their own homes  

•  



 

 

 
 



 
1. The population in Manchester is predicted to grow by 10% 

over the next 20 years. This will require around 179,000 
new homes in the region by 2037. Due to land in the city 
being so expensive, new homes must be built on the 
outskirts of the city centre. 

2. Residents and environmentalists have expressed worries 
about the loss of rural landscapes and the effects on 
wildlife biodiversity and habitats. Increasing traffic 
congestion levels, noise, and air pollution are also areas of 
concern. 

3. Commuter settlements (areas where many residents travel 
to work in different locations) have grown recently (e.g. 
Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Salford)  

4. Altrincham is an example of a commuter settlement. Its location along the Metrolink has meant easy travel into 
the city centre. However, this has pushed up house prices in the town, increased congestion on the local roads.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Practise Question: Assess the challenges created by urban change in a UK city 

you have studied (9) 

GCSE Practise Question: To what extent has urban change created environmental 

challenges in a UK city you have studied? (9) 



Regeneration to improve the city (Salford Quays) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

GCSE Practise Question: Suggest how a regeneration project can solve urban 

problems. (9) 



CASE STUDY: Nigeria: a newly emerging economy
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 e   erms

 conom   the  roduc on, consum  on, 
and trade of goods and ser ices.

 i eria
 igeria is an     located in Africa. It is one of a 
number of countries e  eriencing ra id 
economic gro th.

 hat is  i eria s loca on 

     the total  alue of all goods and 
ser ices  roduced in a country.

     A lo  income country  ith a   I  er 
ca ita of less than  10  .

     A ne ly emerging economy  ith a 
  I of bet een  10   and  1   9 .

 lo al  m ortance  e ional  m ortance

 igeria is located in West Africa, sharing a border  ith  enin,  iger, Chad 
and Cameroon.  o the south, it borders the  ulf of  uinea,  art of the 
Atlan c  cean.  igeria is almost    mes the  hysical si e of the   . Its 
 o ula on, at  ust o er  00,000,000, is three  mes the si e of the   . 
 igeria is the most  o ulous and economically de elo ed country in 
Africa. Its recent gro th, based on the sale of oil, has led to the country s 
transforma on from a  IC to a    .

  igeria had the  1st largest   P in  01 . 
 It is the  orld s  1st largest economy and 
has e  erienced recent ra id gro th.

  e enth largest  o ula on in the  orld. 
  igeria is the 1 th largest  roducer of oil 
  .   global su  ly).

  agos,  igeria s largest city, is a thri ing 
  orld city ,  ith a strong  nancial and 
economic base. 

  igeria has the second  largest  lm industry 
in the  orld   olly ood

  igeria  lays an im ortant role in  nited 
 a ons  eacekee ing. 

  he fastest gro ing economy in Africa. 
  igeria has the highest   P in Africa     0 
billion)

  igeria has the largest  o ula on on the 
con nent. 

  igeria has the third  largest manufacturing 
sector.  he country also has the largest 
agricultural out ut and the highest number 
of ca le  19 million)

  igerian music is en oyed throughout 
Africa. It is also a hub for literature 
boas ng a range of  o ular  riters.



 

  uro ean colonial  o ers dre  u  the 
 oli cal ma  of Africa in 1   .  he 
con nent  as e  loited for natural 
resources and sla ery for many years. 

 A er inde endence from the    in 19 0, 
 igeria e  erienced  oli cal instability for 
se eral years due to di erent fac ons 
 gh ng for control. Ci il  ar ra aged the 
country bet een 19 7 to 1970. 

 In 1991 the ca ital mo ed from  agos to the 
ne ly built city of Abu a.  he country, 
regarded as stable since 1999, e  erienced 
free and fair elec ons in  011 and  01 . 

 Increased con dence in the country has led 
to considerable economic in estment from 
China, the   A and  outh Africa. 

  igeria is a member of the Common ealth.
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  lt ral  onte t

 nvironmental  onte t

  igeria has a rich and  aried culture due to 
its social di ersity. Its  lm, music 
 Afrobeat s) and literary sectors are 
thri ing 

  igeria has e  erienced success  ithin 
Africa by  inning the African Cu  of 
 a ons three  mes. 

  igeria has the second  largest  lm industry 
in the  orld, behind India.  igerian cinema 
is kno n as   olly ood . 

  igeria s ans se eral clima c regions. It 
e  eriences a tro ical climate to the south, 
 hereas, to ard the north, it is much drier. 

  ainforest thri es in the equatorial climate 
in southern  igeria.  ree cro s in this area 
include cocoa,  alm oil and rubber. 

  o the north, sa anna grassland re laces 
the rainforest. A range of  eld cro s is 
ty ical here, including co on and millet. 
Ca le also gra e the sa anna. 

  emi desert e ists in the  ery north of 
 igeria.  he nomadic gra ing of ca le is 
the  rimary ty e of agriculture in the 
region.

 oli cal  onte t

 ocial  onte t
  he  o ula on of  igeria is mul  cultural 
and mul  faith. It is a land of o er  00 
languages and hundreds of ethnic grou s, 
such as the  ausa,  oruba and Igbo.

 Although social di ersity is a considerable 
strength of  igeria, it has led to some 
regional con icts.  he fundamentalist 
grou   oko  aram has hindered economic 
de elo ment through con ict.

 emi desert

 a anna

Woodland
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 e   erms

 he  ommon ealth  a  oluntary 
associa on of    inde endent and equal
so ereign states,  hich  ere mostly 
territories of the former  ri sh  m ire.

 e ional  aria ons

  here are huge  aria ons in  ealth and 
de elo ment in  igeria. 

  rban areas ha e a greater share of  ublic 
ser ices.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 

•  hell is one of the  orld’s largest oil com anies.  

• British Company 

• Since the discovery of oil in 1958, its operations in the Niger Delta have 
been controversial (disputed).  

• The swampy river delta is one of the most difficult places in the world to 
extract oil.  

• As a TNC, Shell has been able to invest money and expertise into 
extracting oil here. 

• Nigeria can still increase its output of oil 
 

Arguments for and Against Shell in Nigeria 

Positives of Shell Negatives of Shell 

Providing direct employment for 2,700 workers and a 

further 9000 contractors (97% are Nigerian) 

Frequent oil flares send toxic fumes into the air. 

90% of Shell contracts have been awarded to Nigerian 

companies 

Oil theft and sabotage (disruption) are big problems in 

the region, reducing production levels and costing TNCs 

and the government billions of dollars every year 

 hell ‘not for  rofit’ enter rise creates rene able 

energy projects such as solar power which helps 

 ro ide clean energy for 7   of  igeria’s  o ulation 

not connected to the National Grid 

Most crude oil is extracted in Nigeria then shipped to 

the USA and Europe to be refined. Nigeria then has to 

import the refined oil back costing billions and reducing 

their profits. 

$50,000 per year is spent on healthcare benefiting 

250,000 people 

1,011 oil spills in Niger Delta since 2011 have caused 

water pollution and soil degradation, reducing 

agricultural production and fishing yields. 

3000 scholarships awarded to Nigerian students to 

schools and universities 

 

 

 

 

Nigeria – The Role of TNCs 

GCSE Practise Question: ‘ ransnational cor orations (   s)  rin  more disadvanta es 

than advantages to a host co ntr .’ Do you agree? (9) 



 

 

 

➢  

➢  
 

 

 

 

Oil now accounts for 9% of GDP and 90% of export earnings  
Manufacturing in Nigeria: 

what are the benefits? 

• Regular paid work – more 

disposable income for locals 

and tax for gov 

• A booming industry attracts 

foreign investment (money)  

• Oil processing has created 

chemical by-products that 

can be sold e.g. soaps, 

detergents and plastics 

 

Impact of Development on Nigeria  

• More disposable income  

• More doctors and hospitals  

• Reliable, better paid jobs  

• Better access to safe water and 
sanitation  

• Improvements to roads and 
infrastructure 

 

GCSE Practise 

Question: Using a 

case study of a LIC / 

NEE, evaluate the 

effects of economic 

development on the 

 o  lation’s q alit  

of life (9) 

GCSE Practise Question: Apart from cheaper labour, explain why industry is 

developing rapidly in an NEE you have studied (6) 
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 i eria’s  olitical links 

• Until 1960 Nigeria was part of the British 
Empire – it has now become a member of 
the British Commonwealth. 

 

• However, it now has equal status with all 
countries including the UK. 

 

• Although Nigeria is a republic, it recognises 
the Queen as Head of the Commonwealth. 

 i eria’s  lo al tradin  relationshi s 

• Nigeria is a major global trading nation.  

• Its main exports are crude and refined 
petroleum, natural gas, rubber, cocoa and 
cotton.  

• One of the fastest growing imports is 
telephones, imported from China, and they are 
in demand due to the Nigerian emerging middle 
class.  

GCSE 

Practise 

Question: 

Describe one 

or more 

impacts that 

international 

aid has had 

on a named 

LIC/NEE 

country. (6) 



How does Economic Growth affect the environment?  

 

Industrial Development 

• Nigeria has about 5000 registered industrial plants and 10,000 

illegal small-scale industries. The fast unregulated growth of industry has led to environmental problems. 

• In Kano, Kaduna and Lagos, harmful pollutants go directly into open drains and water channels. This is 

harmful to people and ecosystems.  

• Industries dispose of chemical waste on nearby land which contaminates groundwater.  

• 94% of people are exposed to air population levels higher than is deemed safe by the WHO. This leads to 

respiratory and heart problems costing Nigeria 1% of its GDP due to lost work. 

Urban Growth 

As Nigeria has developed, urban areas have grown rapidly. The rate of 

urbanisation has brought challenges.  

• Squatter settlements are common (slums) these have poor 

services. 

• Waste disposal has become a major issue. The 40ha Olusosun 

landfill site in Lagos receives 10,000 of waste a day.  

• Traffic congestion is a major problem in Nigerian cities → exhaust emissions can lead to air pollution and 

global warming.   

• Some greenbelts are being converted into building sites. In Abuja vegetation is being replaced with concrete. 

Commercial farming and deforestation  

• Inappropriate practices and commercial farming have led to land 

degradation (96% of forest gone). 

• Water pollution due to chemicals, soil erosion and silting of river 

channels.  

• The building of settlements and roads has destroyed habitats and added to greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Species have disappeared because of deforestation, including cheetahs, giraffes and 500 types of plants.  

Mining & Oil Extraction 

Mining can lead to serious  ollution.  hey can damage ecosystems and affect  eo le’s  obs. 

• Tin mining led to soil erosion. Local water supplies were also polluted with toxic chemicals.  

• Many oil spills in the Niger Delta have disastrous impacts on freshwater and marine ecosystems. Oil spills 

can cause fires, sending C02 and other harmful gases. They can further cause acid rain. 

• Some economic developments in the Niger Delta have caused violent conflict with local people.  

 

 
GCSE Practise Question: Describe the effects of air pollution and water pollution 

in urban areas in poorer parts of the world. (6) 



➢ Example: Tourism reducing the development gap: Jamaica 

 
GCSE Practise Question: Explain how mass tourism contributes to the economy of a 

country. (4) 



➢ Environmental impacts of Industry (Example: Nissan, Sunderland) 

 



➢ Different strategies can be used to increase energy supply. 
➢ an example of a local renewable energy scheme in an LIC or NEE to provide sustainable supplies of 

energy. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY WAS A LOCAL, SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
SCHEME INTRODUCED IN DARBANG? 

• economic growth is restricted in this remote settlement in the foothills of the Himalayas 
• there is a lack of electricity in the area 
• roads are impassable during the monsoon season 
• there is a low population density 
• it was uneconomic to construct an electricity grid 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE SCHEME? 

• it was government-funded 
• a low-cost energy solution at US$51,000 
• the project was supported by the World Bank 
• it would solve the energy deficit in the region 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THE SCHEME? 

• the low maintenance and running costs 
• 700 households have a reliable energy supply 
• small environmental impact 
• local materials and labour were used 
• reduced the risk of flooding in the area 
• deforestation for fuel has reduced 
• the project is community-owned 
• since becoming operational in 2009 there has been an influx of industry including furniture 
workshops, noodle factory and cement block manufacturer 

 

 



 


