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Some Important Dates  

The following are the key dates for your diaries: 
 
 
Thursday 14th March parents informed of Pathway and link to booklet 
sent 
 
Monday 18th March pupils sent email allowing them to log on and start 
making choices 
 
Wednesday 26th March  choices close. 



The Open Pathway Two  

The time has come for you to start thinking about your GCSE courses, with the beginning 

of year 10 less than two terms away.  With support from your teachers and parents you 

now have the opportunity to consider which subjects to study and which not to pursue at 

present, within the framework of the pathway set out below.   

In Year 10 the curriculum for everyone includes English, Maths, Science, Faith and 

Ethics, and core PE.  On the Open Pathway Two, you then get to choose from the 

subjects below and you will get extra English and Maths lessons each week. 

On this Pathway you do not need to choose an Ebacc subject (history, Geography or 

Spanish; although you may choose to do so. You will make two choices from the wide 

range of GCSE and vocational subjects listed below.  These choices will make sure you 

have a broad and balanced curriculum, which will allow you to progress onto sixth form 

studies or apprenticeships at 16, and potentially on to university and higher level 

apprenticeships at 18. 

Take the time to look through the details on the following pages, considering the subject 

content and assessment methods for each subject.   

Remember, you need to make one choice from each column below.  Very occasionally 

groups may be over-subscribed so we ask students to select a reserve choice as well. 

These choices must be submitted online by Wednesday 26th March. 

Free Choice Subject 1 Free Choice Subject 2 

Dance GCSE 

Drama GCSE 

Music GCSE 

Physical Education GCSE 

History GCSE 

Geography GCSE 

Business Studies BTEC 

ICT BTEC 

Media Studies GCSE 

BTEC Sport 

Spanish 

Art & Design GCSE 

Art & Design: Graphics GCSE 

Art Photography GCSE 

Design & Technology GCSE 

History GCSE 

Geography GCSE 

Business Studies BTEC 

Hospitality and Catering 

Child Development BTEC 

ICT BTEC 

Media Studies GCSE 



Advice from older students 
and from us  

Choose a subject because it suits the way you learn and you enjoy it.  Don't choose a subject 

because you like the teacher or because your friend is choosing it!  You may not have the same 

teacher or be with your friend in Year 10 classes and you will be studying these subjects for two 

years.   

 

Ask if you are not sure about a subject choice.  The Heads of Department, your current teachers, 

your Group Tutor, Head of Year and Miss Baily can all help.   

 

Read through the information about each subject carefully. You need to choose 3 subjects, one 

from each block. Remember you will study each subject for 3 hours every week so choose 

subjects you enjoy.  



The  

Option  

Subjects  



Contact:  Ms S Mansell  

Email: mansells@turton.uk.com  

Qualification obtained:  GCSE 

Grades Available:  9-1.  Foundation 1-5; Higher 4-9 

Exam Board and Specification:   AQA 
 

What you will study: 

You will study three themes: Identity and Culture; Local, National, International and Global areas of 

interest; Current and Future Study and Employment. 

You will build on the skills learnt at Key Stage 3 and will develop your knowledge of the Spanish 

language.  Use of tenses, learning of vocabulary, listening to native speakers and reading will all help you 

to speak and write in the target language. 

 

How you will be assessed: 

The course is 100% external examination in the summer of Year 11 and consists of four papers of equal 

weight at two tiers (You will be entered for either Higher or Foundation tier). 

Paper 1: Listening & Understanding lasting between 35 minutes for Foundation and 45 minutes for 

Higher.  

Paper 2: Speaking where you will need to conduct a role-play, a picture-based task and a general 

conversation. The Speaking exam will last about 20 minutes including 12 minutes preparation time.  

Paper 3: Reading & Understanding lasting between 45-60 minutes. In this paper you will also have to 

translate a passage from the target language into English.   

Paper 4: Writing lasting between 70-80 minutes. In this paper you will have to answer four questions at 

Foundation tier or three questions at Higher tier.  The tasks look for you to write to describe, express and 

justify opinions and points of view, narrate events and use both the formal and informal  registers. You will 

also have to translate a passage from English into the target language. You will not be allowed 

dictionaries for any of the exam papers.  

 

Where the subject can lead to: 

Taking a language at GCSE can lead on to further study at A-Level.  Speaking a foreign language is also 

a massive advantage in a whole range of jobs from business to travel and tourism, from law to retail and 

advertising. Having a language opens doors with a third of all businesses looking for language skills in 

their employees. 

Spanish GCSE  



Qualification obtained: GCSE  

Grades Available: 9-1 

Exam Specification: AQA GCSE Geography (8035) 

  

What you will study: 

The exam specification will introduce and extend studentsô insight into the geography of the physical and human 

environments of Earth . Students will be equipped with a wide range of geographical skills which will help them 

become both adaptable and resilient no matter which future pathway they choose. 

Students will study, in depth, the diverse and dynamic geography of the natural world. They will gain an apprecia-

tion the processes that shape our planet and the diverse ecosystems it contains. This will include the study of the 

natural landscapes, global ecosystems and natural hazards. 

Students will also explore the complexities of our human world, including urban issues and challenges, global 

economic development and the difficulty of managing resources. The geographical knowledge and understanding 

gained from the content and concepts will be underpinned by a range of geographical skills - which are then as-

sessed in the third exam paper. Students will develop critical thinking skills as they learn how to formulate enquir-

ies and arguments through direct field work and general study. Students will be expected, as a course require-

ment, to take part in a minimum number of days of geographical fieldwork. We expect to do this during a four day 

visit to the Snowdonia National Park in North Wales at the end of Year 10. 

  

How you will be assessed: 

There will be three exam papers at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment. This exam is 1 hour 30 minutes (88 marks) and accounts for 

35% of the total marks. 

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment This exam is 1 hour 30 minutes (88 marks) and accounts for 

35% of the total marks. 

Paper 3: Geographical Applications which includes written questions about your fieldwork as well as ques-

tions based on a pre-release booklet. This exam lasts for 1 hour 30 minutres (76 marks) and accounts for 30% 

of the total mark. 

All exams will include multiple choice, short questions and extended writing. There will also be marks awarded for 

the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

  

Where the subject can lead to: 

The transferable skills developed through Geography as you investigate unfamiliar places, present your under-

standing and look at issues from different points of view, are all useful for future employers and for further studies. 

Geography is considered to be an academic ófacilitatingô subject that universities and employers hold in high re-

gard. 

 

Geography  
Contact: Mr  P Locke  

Email: LockeP@turton.uk.com  



Qualification obtained:  GCSE  

Grades Available:  9-1 

Exam Board and Specification:  AQA 
 

What you will study: 

This course covers a wide range of events from over a thousand years of History.  If you are interested in 

people and how events have shaped the world we live in today, then this is the course for you.  

 

How you will be assessed: 

Paper 1: Conflict in the Modern World (50% of your GCSE) covers international relations between  

1919-1939 with a focus on the rise of Adolf Hitler and how the end of World War One led to the start of 

World War Two. It also covers the history of the USA between 1919 and 1973. Here the topics will include 

the Roaring 20ôs, the Great Depression, Civil Rights and the fight for equality. 

Paper 2: Thematic Studies (50%) covers the development of medicine and public health from c.1000 to 

the present day. This will cover the progress made in the medical field from the era of drilling holes in 

skulls to release evil spirits, through to the fight against modern diseases such as cancer. It also includes 

a smaller depth study on medieval history in England starting with the Norman Conquest and the Battle of 

Hastings.  

 

Where the subject can lead to: 

History is a fantastic facilitating subject offering you many transferable skills. Some of these skills are 

mentioned below: 

The study of people is at the heart of History, their feelings, attitudes, prejudices and motivation. Very 

useful in the ópeople professionsô from health service to social work, personnel and education. 

Historical knowledge is essential for certain jobs. If you might want to be an Artist, Architect, Doctor, 

Designer, Archaeologist, Tour Guide or Museum Curator then history is something for you. 

History teaches interviewing and enquiry skills which help with many jobs today.  Some of these 

include law, finance, medicine, politics, charity work, the media, the world of science and police. 

History GCSE  
Contact: Ms C Eccles  

Email: ecclesc@turton.uk.com  



Art & Design GCSE  
Contact: Mrs A Tems  

Email: temsa@turton.uk.com  

Qualification:  GCSE 

Grades Available: 9 - 1 

Exam Board and Specification:  AQA 
 

What you will study: 
Throughout the two year GCSE Art & Design course you will have the opportunity to analyse and evaluate 
your own artwork, and that of others, to develop an appreciation of art and design in the world around us.  
The subject will allow you to experiment and explore diverse media and techniques whilst developing your 
own ideas to produce a personal response to a set theme/brief. 

During Year 10 you will study a broad course, experimenting with a variety of media and techniques, to 
explore your individual artistic strengths. Year 11 will involve further development of these skills and the 
examination (externally set assignment). 

a. Art, Craft & Design (must contain work from at least two of the options below) 
b. Art & Design: Fine Art 
c. Art & Design: Graphic Communication 
d. Art & Design: Textile Design 
e. Art & Design: Three Dimensional Design 
 
How you will be assessed: 
Your teachers will continually assess your artwork throughout the two year course to provide feedback and 
set targets, with the final assessment for grades taking place in May of Year 11.  

Component 1: Portfolio of Work - worth 60% of your overall final grade.  This is your coursework and will 
consist of artwork produced throughout Year 10 & 11.   Work will be assessed internally by your teachers 
and moderated by AQA.   

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment - worth 40% of your overall final grade.  This is your 
examination and will take place from January of Year 11.  You will be required to respond to one question 
from a selection set by AQA and are allowed unlimited guidance and support from your teachers during the 
preparatory period.  You will then work unaided to produce your personal response during the 10 hour timed 
examination.  
 
Where the subject can lead to: 
Art and Design enriches practical skills within the studio and provides an understanding of art/design                       
development commercially and within a gallery setting.  Those undertaking Art & Design will build up a strong 
portfolio of work, valuable in an interview situation to display individual skills and strengths. 

Post 16 
Many of our Art & Design students progress to A-Level.  Turton Sixth Form is one of the largest providers in 
the North West and offers every Art and Design syllabus available including:  Art, Craft and Design, Fine Art, 
Graphic Communication, Textile Design, Three-Dimensional Design and Photography. 

Post 18 
Some of our students have been accepted directly onto Art and Design degree courses and have achieved 
success through local Art Foundation courses including Bolton, Manchester, Wigan and Blackburn.  Art and 
Design graduate employment opportunities include graphic design, packaging design, website and game 
design, interior design, publishing, corporate branding and careers in photography. Three dimensional artists 
have opportunities in furniture and product design, whilst those with a passion for textiles can work in the 
fashion industry, creating surface pattern, prints and woven and knitted fabrics. Illustrators are needed for 
magazines, advertising and childrenôs books, whilst creative thinkers are required in museums, art galleries 
and education. 



Art and Design: Graphics GCSE  
Contact: Mr M Oliveira  

Email: oliveiram@turton.uk.com  

Qualification obtained: GCSE  

Grades Available: 9-1 

Exam Board and Specification: AQA  Art and Design (Graphic Communication) 

 
What will you study? 
You will work to several design briefs set by the department. Your work will address the four assessment  
objectives during years 10 and 11. Initial Observation, Research, Design ideas and Final design. You will 
explore the potential of both traditional and digital media. Drawing, Photography and researching the work 
of other designers is an important part of each project as well as developing skills using Adobe Photoshop/
Illustrator software. 
 
How will your work be assessed? 
The final assessment of all work takes place in May of year 11. You will also be required to submit work for 
project deadlines throughout years 10 and 11. You will receive regular advice and feedback about your 
work both during the project and after completion. 

Two Units of work are assessed. 

Component 1: Portfolio of Work - worth 60% of your overall final grade.  This is your coursework and 
will consist of artwork produced throughout Year 10 & 11.   

Work will be assessed internally by your teachers and moderated by AQA.  

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment - worth 40% of your overall final grade.   

From January in year 11 you will receive the AQA exam question paper. You will choose one question to 
develop into a project with advice from your teacher. You will be expected to produce preparatory work 
before starting the 10 hour controlled test which will run over a number of consecutive lessons. During the 
controlled test you will produce a number of different design ideas and a final design without assistance 
from your teacher. 
 
Where the subject can lead to:  
Post 16 
Many of our students progress to the A Level Graphic Design course which we offer in the Sixth Form.  

Post 18 
Many of our students have been accepted directly onto Art and Design degree courses and some have 
achieved success through local Art Foundation courses including Bolton, Manchester, and Blackburn. Art 
and Design graduate employment opportunities include graphic design, packaging design, website and 
game design, Interior design, architecture and careers in photography. Illustrators are needed for 
magazines, advertising, whilst creative thinkers are required in museums, art galleries and education. 
Many of our students progress to the A Level course which we offer in the Sixth Form. We are one of the 

largest providers of A Level Art and Design courses in the North West.  



Art and Design: Photography GCSE  
Contact: Mrs A Tems  

Email: temsa@turton.uk.com  

Qualification obtained: GCSE  

Grades Available: 9-1 

Exam Board and Specification: AQA   
 

What will you study? 
 
In year 10 you will explore a number of techniques through various projects covering elements of still life, 
portraiture, landscape and cityscape photography. You will learn how to use DSLR cameras and lighting 
and editing software used by industry photographers and designers. Inspired by analytical studies of 
artists and photographers, you will take part in individual and group photoshoots that take place both in a 
studio setting and out on location. You will be expected to explore a number of techniques such as digital 
editing, drawing, mixed media, moving image, collage and design work. This will allow you to build a 
strong portfolio of work and the skills necessary to work more independently in year 11 in preparation for 
the externally set assignment. 
 
How will your work be assessed? 
Your teachers will continually assess your artwork throughout the two year course to provide feedback 
and set targets, with the final assessment for grades taking place in May of Year 11.  

Component 1: Portfolio of Work - worth 60% of your overall final grade.  This is your coursework and 
will consist of artwork produced throughout Year 10 & 11.   Work will be assessed internally by your 
teachers and moderated by AQA.   

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment - worth 40% of your overall final grade.  This is your 
examination and will take place from January of Year 11.  You will be required to respond to one question 
from a selection set by AQA and are allowed unlimited guidance and support from your teachers during 
the preparatory period.  You will then work unaided to produce your personal response during the 10 hour 
timed examination.  
 
Where the subject can lead to:  
 

The UK has a vibrant creative economy which covers sectors such as fashion, music, architecture, 

publishing and gaming. Studying photography also develops transferable skills such as creativity, 

independent thinking and social and cultural understanding. These are highly valued in a variety of 

employment sectors. You would have the option of working for others, or building your own business as an 

independent photographer. Those undertaking photography will build up a strong portfolio of work, 

valuable in an interview situation to display individual skills and strengths. 

 

Post 16 

Many Turton students progress to A-level Photography. Turton Sixth Form is one of the largest providers 

in the North West and offers every Art and Design syllabus available including: Art, Craft and Design, Fine 

Art, Graphic Communication, Textile Design, Three-Dimensional Design and Photography. 

 

Post 18 

Some of our students have been accepted directly onto Art and Design degree courses and others have 

achieved success through local Art Foundation courses. Photography qualifications open up a wide range 

of options, particularly within these creative industries. Some examples include: Graphic Designer, Press/

Sports Photographer, Travel Photographer, Television Camera Operator, Advertising Art Director, Digital 

Marketer, Film/Video Editor and Web Content Manager. 



Dance GCSE  
Contact: Mrs L Atkinson  

Email: atkinsonl@turton.uk.com  

Qualification obtained:  GCSE 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Exam Board and Specification: AQA GCSE Dance 
 
What you will study: 

This is a course which will enable candidates to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of dance as 
a choreographer, performer and critic.  
 
GCSE Dance is suitable for those who enjoy themselves through movement, like practical work and 
physical activity, can work independently and as part of the group, want to pursue their imagination and 
creativity, can perform in front of an audience, can attend rehearsals after school, like to attend theatre 
trips, have attended dance clubs and have some experience of dance. 
 
The Dance course explores contemporary dance as an art form.  Here you will participate in technique 
classes; improvisation ï developing thought and action; composition/choreography; developing 
performance skills; appreciation of professional works. 
 
How you will be assessed: 

Performance 30% of GCSE 
Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in duration) and a duet/trio 
performance (three and a half minutes in duration).  There are 40 marks (15 marks for set phrases and 25 
marks for duet/trio performance). 

Choreography 30% of GCSE 
Solo or group choreography ï a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group dance for two to five 
dancers (three to three and a half minutes) worth 40 marks  Both performance and choreography are  
internally marked and externally moderated. 

How it's assessed 
Dance appreciation The knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills, 
the critical appreciation of own work and the critical appreciation of professional works assessed in a 
written exam of 1 hour 30 minutes, worth 40% of GCSE. 
 
Where the subject can lead to: 

Dance as a subject facilitates the development of a range of discrete skills such as creativity, problem 
solving, organisation, teamwork, leadership and communication skills which are essential in any career.  
The Dance GCSE course also prepares students for either employment or post 16 study in Dance or 
Performing Arts on courses such as BTEC National Diploma Course, A level Dance in the Sixth Form or at 
an independent Dance School or Agency for further training. 



Qualification obtained: GCSE 
Grades Available: 9-1  
Exam Board and Specification: WJEC Eduqas 
 

What you will study: 
You will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, 
social, cultural, environmental and economic factors.  Our GCSE allows you to work creatively while you 
study core technical, designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes, 
materials techniques and equipment.  
 

Specialising in Resistant Materials or Textiles: Theory is combined with design and make projects e.g. 
a bird house, a laser cut amplifier in Resistant Materials and in Textiles a childrenôs project and 
manufacturing skills. You will develop prototypes that satisfy wants or needs and are fit for their intended 
use. You will demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of designing and making principles in 
relation to Resistant Materials or Textiles.  You will learn how to use technological and specialist 
equipment required in both Textiles and Resistant Materials using up to date equipment such as the 3D 
printer, Laser cutter, Cad/Cam embroidery machines and plotter. The department also has strong links to 
industrial practice providing great opportunity for a future career pathway.  
 

How you will be assessed:  
Paper 1- Written Paper ï 2 hours ï 100 marks ï 50%.  This covers core technical principles a mixture 
of multiple choice questions assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and understanding, specialist 
technical principles in either Resistant Material or Textiles with several short answers and one 
extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge of technical principles and designing and 
making principles in either Resistant Material or Textiles with a mixture of short answer and extended 
response questions including a 12 mark design question.  
 

NEA ï Approx. 30-35 hours ï 100 marks ï 50% in either Resistant Material or Textiles: This consists 
of a working prototype/portfolio of evidence (max 20 pages) and a single design and make activity 
selected from a contextual challenge. Controlled assessment will start in June of Year 10 through to 
February half term in Year 11. 

Post 16: Many of our students progress to A-Level Product Design or Fashion and Textiles at Turton Sixth 
Form.   

Post 18: Our students have been accepted directly onto Product Design and Fashion/Textiles courses and 
have achieved success in industry. Career opportunities include Architecture, Engineering, Furniture 
Design/Production, Interior design, Carpentry, Product Design/Development and Set Design. Degrees in 
Designing, Retail Management, Manufacturing (technical & management), Purchasing, Merchandising and 
Product Development.  

Contact: Mrs R Clare  
Email: clarer@turton.uk.com  

Design and Technology GCSE  



Drama GCSE  
Contact: Miss J Bimpson  

Email: bimpsonj@turton.uk.com  

Qualification obtained : GCSE  
Grades Available: 9-1 
Exam Board and Specification: AQA: Drama (8261) 
 

What you will study: 
At the start of this course you will participate in a wide variety of practical workshops led by teachers and  
industry professionals to develop your knowledge and practical skills. 

You will begin by looking at scripted work before moving on to review live theatre and explore your set text 
of óBlood Brothersô.  

You will participate in a number of performance based projects as an actor, designer or  technician. You 
will perform, design or take technical responsibility for a number of performances, for a variety of 
audiences. 

 
In Year 11, you will work at a more advanced level, and at a slightly faster pace, to contribute to a number 
of more complex performance based projects set by AQA as an actor, designer or technician.  All students 
devise drama and explore texts practically and work on two text-based performances.  Students can 
choose to develop as a performer OR a designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets) OR as a 
performer and a designer.  Whatever option you choose you will gain many invaluable skills, both 
theatrical and transferable, to expand your horizons.   
 

How you will be assessed: 
Component 1:  Understanding drama 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes. Open book. This is 60% of your GCSE and is marked by AQA. 
Section A: 4 multiple choice questions about roles and responsibilities in the theatre. 
Section B: 4 stepped questions about your set text óBlood Brothersô 
Section C: Live theatre review 
Component 2:  Performance Examðdevised performances, scripted performances 

This is a practical component in which you are assessed on your ability to create and  develop ideas to 
communicate meaning for theatrical performance, apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performances and analyse and evaluate your own work.  Component 2 is 40% of your GCSE.  It is marked 
by your teachers and moderated by AQA.  
 

Where the subject can lead to: 
GCSE Drama prepares you well to study A level Theatre Studies as well as providing a sound basis for 
subjects such as English Language, English Literature and Psychology. It is the perfect subject to develop 
many transferrable skills for use in your chosen career. 


