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Christianity

Key Terms

Christians believe in ONE God (monotheism) who is able to do anything.

They would describe God saying he has a number of different characteris-
tics:

OMNIPOTENT: This means that God is seen as ALL-POWERFUL
(CHEAT: Remember the P in the middle of the word)

OMNISCIENT: This means that God is all knowing (CHEAT: Think Sci-
entists think they KNOW everything!)

OMNIBENEVOLENT: This means that God is all-Loving (CHEAT:
LOOK love is spelt backwards)

IMMANENT: This means that God is active in the world- in the form of
Jesus

TRANSCEDENT This means that God is separate from time and space

INCARNATION This means "in flesh" - God coming to earth in the form
of Jesus

ATHEISM - belief there is no God

THEISM - belief in a God

AGNOSTISM -unsure of God's existence

Christian Beliefin God

They believe that God made the world but is also in-
volved in it. Their understanding of God has come from
their Holy Book - 'The Bible'. The Christian understanding of
God is complicated because they see God as a Father
figure, in the person of Jesus and acting in the world in a
form that cannot be seen. The way that Christians under-
stand God is best explained by the concept of "'The Trini- ty.

God the Father

Christians believe that God is the Father of everything that lives and
just as we expect a father to look after his children, so Christians be-
lieve that God will look after them. They feel God takes a personal in-
terest in them and all that he has made.

Some Christians (fundamentalists) see Genesis as a literal description of
the creation of the world. Other Christians see Genesis as a myth- this
means a story with a meaning- the meaning being that God created the
world / God is all-powerful.

How do Christians know about the "Father" aspect of the

trinity?

"We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth..." Nicene Creed

God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit completes the Trinity. Christians believe the Holy Spirit is God's
presence in people and the world. It brings comfort, inspiration and guidance
to Christians. Christians believe that Jesus left to go back to heaven he left the
Holy Spirit which is an invisible presence to guide and help them. The Holy
Spirit cannot be seen but is felt by Christians. Christians believe it is what
guides them.

How do Christians know about the "Holy Spirit" aspect of the
trinity?

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He

will teach you all things. And He will help you remember everything that |
have told you." John 14:26

Christians believe in the incamation They believe that God came to earth asa_
human as Jesus. This is the incamation. Jesus was bom to a Jewish family in
Palestine. He spent time with people teaching them about God and how to

live as God wanted them to. They believe Jesus was killed (crucifixion) and

was brought back to life three days (resurrection) later. Christians believe God
came to earth to show people how to live a better life and to save them
through mending the broken relationship between humans and God. Jesus did
this by dying on the cross and being raised back to life. They believe that
sometime in the future when the world is ending Jesus will come back to

earth again.

How do Christians know about the "son" aspect of the trinity?

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us....." (The

word means JESUS) John 1:14

The importance of Jesus within Christianity

Jesus is known as being God 'in the flesh' so an incar-
nate of God. The stories of Jesus and his teachings
help to form the Christian Holy Book - the Bible. Within
this there are many teachings from Jesus guiding how a
Christian should live their lives.

Parables -a story told by Jesus with a meaning within it

Why did Jesus teach using parables? By teaching
through a parable it means that people had to really
think and engage with the story that Jesus was telling.

Examples of parables:

(Matthew 13) Parable of the sower - listening to God's
word instead of ignoring it brings positive results

(Matthew 25:31-46) Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats - following God's command (like the sheep fol-
lowing the shepherd) to help other people will be re-
warded - those who haven't helped will be punished.

(Luke 15 11-32) The Prodigal son -God loves every-
one, even those who stray away from God's word.

Jesus is known as the 'saviour' as he died for the sins

of humanity Jesus came to teach people God's will for
them, and to show them what life would be like in the
Kingdom of God. Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah
(Christ) for Christians, is important. He not only taught
people about God, he showed them what God is like.
Jesus was put to death on the cross. This was the cru-
cifixion.

The cross is an important symbol for Christians. Chris-
tianity says that because Jesus (who was God) chose
to die because he loved humanity and wanted to save
them, all people were forgiven their sins and so had a
chance to go to heaven.

Christianity teaches that death was not the end for
Jesus. They believe that he rose from the dead on the
third day, after being placed in the tomb. This is the
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resurrection. Christians believe that Jesus was not just

a man in the past, but is a living saviour, relevant to their
lives today.

"As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and
knelt before him, and asked him, "Good Teacher, what
must | do to inherit eternal life?" - This quote from the
Bible tells us that people saw Jesus as a teacher, some-
one tol ook u p to.

Jesus is seen as a messiah - 'King'

Christians believe that no-one can ever understand God
fully, but they also believe that God became a human be-
ing in Jesus. Through Jesus humans got to know what
God is really like. Christians believe that God can be
known through the teachings, miracles, death and resur-
rection of Jesus which are found in the four Gospels. The
Gospel writers show Jesus to have power and authority.
He demonstrated God-like powers when he healed peo-
ple. He taught people with an authority no-one else had.
He walked on water and ordered the fierce winds and
waves of the sea to be quiet.

Through the person of Jesus God felt and experienced
what it was like to be human. He was poor, was tempted
to do things wrong but chose not to do wrong. He got
hungry and thirsty, he felt filled with sadness and grief
when John the Baptist died and his friends let him down.
He suffered and was tortured and died an agonising
death. Through Jesus, Christians believe that God under-
stands us and what we go through in our lives. Christians
believe that Jesus was GOD and also FULLY HUMAN.

The Bible teaches that:
® Jesus is the son of God
¢ Jesus came to earth as a human being.

® God chose a woman called Mary to be the mother of his
son.

® Jesus' birth, life and death were predicted in the Old
Testament.

® Jesus came to bring people closer to God.

®* They believe he was without sin (did not do things wrong)

® Christians believe that Jesus' death and resurrection mended
the broken relationship between humans and God.

.They believe that by his death Jesus willingly paid the price for all
the things humans do that are wrong.

If a person accepts Jesus as their Lord and Saviour they can
have a friendship with God.

¢ Jesus is God in human form (incarnated)

Shari \ within Christiani

Christians promote helping others, they follow teachings from the
Bible and follow the example of Jesus such as:

Praverhs 31:8-9 "Speakup for the people who have no voice, for
the rights of all the down-and-outers. Speak out for justice!
Stand up for the poor and destitute!"

Matthew 22: 36-39 " "Teacher", he asked, "which is the greatest
commandment in the law?" Jesus answered, " 'Love the Lord
your God with all your heart,....... The second most important

commandment is like it: 'Love your neighbour as you love your-
wf.l

Justice involves making sure everyone is treated equally. Chris-

tians believe that God wants justice in the world, so they often try
to practise it.

One way many Christians live out their beliefs that they should
bring justice is to support the Faidrade campaign. They make
sure that they buy Fairtrade products and that they take part in
the campaign for fairer trade laws.

Fairtrade

One way many Christians live out their beliefs that they should
bring justice is to support the Fairtrade campaign. They make
sure that they buy Fairtrade products and that they take part in
the campaign for fairer trade laws. Fairtrade is when people who
grow and produce food (for example coffee and chocolate) and
other products (e.g. clothing) are paid a fair price for their work.
This helps make sure they have enough money to look after
themselves and their families, and also makes sure that they work
in safe conditions. Choosing fairtrade products helps improve the
lives of the people who make or grow the product. It treats them in
a Fair way.

Another way Christians support Justice and equality is
through Charity work e.g. Christian Aid

Christian Aid

Christian Aid works wherever it is needed in the world,;
no matter what religion the people are who need its
help. Christian Aid works with about 570 local organisa-
tions, or partners, around the world. Partners get on
with the practical work with people in their communities.
Some follow a faith, some don't. They're called partners
because they have an equal share with Christian Aid in
making decisions. After all, they know what it's really

like to live in their countries.

Christian Aid believes in helping people to find their

own solutions to the problems they face, and works to
end poverty and change the rules that keep people

poor
Christian Aid believes everyone has the right to:

enough food and water; a safe place to live; be able to
go to school and to see a doctor when they're sick.

Why atheist don't believe in God:

Upbringing

Evil and suffering in the world - why would an all-
loving and all -powerful God allow suffering in
the world?

Unanswered prayers - if God is all-loving and all-
powerful why would he not respond to our re-
quests?

Scientific explanations - can we answer questions
without a need to refer to God? Should we only
hold value in things which can be tested objec-
tively? - using scientific process of hypothesis /
testing / repeated testing.



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+31:8&version=MSG

