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Conflict and Tension: 1918 - 1939
Part 1: The Treaty of Versailles

Aims of the peacemakers

Georges Clemenceau — Prime Minister of
France. Clemenceau was recognised as a
tough and uncompromising politician. He
wanted to cripple Germany to make sure
that it was never powerful enough to attack
France again. Clemenceau also wanted to
reduce is armed forces and make Germany
pay compensation for the damage caused to
France.

David Lloyd George — Prime Minister of
Britain. Lloyd George was elected by the
British public because he promised to make
Germany pay. Many young British men had
died in the war and the public wanted
revenge but Lloyd George was more
cautious than Clemenceau. He was
concerned that if Germany was treated too
harshly they would want revenge.

Woodrow Wilson - President of the USA.
Most Americans did not see the need for
revenge against Germany. Wilson was
concerned that being too strict against
Germany would start another war. Wilson
was an idealist and saw the way to prevent
war as a world parliament called the League
of Nations. Wilson had a number of ideas for the future which
were called his ‘Fourteen Points’.

The Versailles Settlement

These are the key points of the Versailles Settlement.

e Article 231 was the War Guilt Clause — this meant
Germany and their allies had to take full
responsibility for the war.

e German Army was limited to 100,000 men and
conscription was not allowed.

e The Rhineland, between France and Germany, was
demilitarised. This meant Germany could not put
troops here.

e  Germany had to pay war reparations of £6.6 billion.

e Anschluss (political union between Germany and
Austria) was forbidden.

e  Germany was not allowed any tanks or an air force.

e  Germany was not allowed to join the League of
Nations.

e The Saar was placed under the control of the League
of Nations for 15 years.

e Germany lost 10% of its land including Alsace
Lorraine which was handed to France.

e Germany’s colonies in Africa were given to the
League of Nations to govern as a mandate. This
meant Britain and France controlled them.

Other treaties included:

Treaty of Trianon — Hungry

Treaty of Sevres — Ottoman Empire
Treaty of Neuilly — Bulgaria

Treaty of Saint-Germain — Austria

Impact of the treaty and wider settlement

Germany felt the Treaty of Versailles was unfair and
felt humiliated.

There were revolts in Germany when the government
signed the Treaty.

The Wiemar Constitution, rules for a new democratic
Germany are drawn up.

January 1923 — Germany missies a reparations
payment and France invades the Rhur (a key German
industrial area).

November 1923 — Hyperinflation takes effect and
everyday goods increase in price. A loaf of bread
costs 200,000 million marks.

August 1924 — America lends Germany 800 million
marks to help rebuild their economy (The Dawes
Plan).

Conflict and Tension: 1918 - 1939

Part 1 — The Treaty of Versailles







TURTON SCHOOL HISTORY DEPARTMENT — KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER — GCSE

SOCIETE DI% NATIONS

Conflict and Tension: 1918 - 1939
Part 2: The League of Nations

LON Structure
The league was organised using the following structure:

The ASSEMBLY- met once a year, each member country
had one vote- unanimous.

The COUNCIL- a smaller group than the assembly and
could meet quickly in a crisis- 4 permanent members-
Britain, France, Italy and Japan & 4 non-permanent
members, elected by the assembly once every three
years.

COMMISSIONS were set up to do most of the work.
Each had a special focus such as the disarmament
commission which worked to get member countries to
reduce the amount of weapons they had.
COMMITTEES looked into BIG world problems, e.g.
disease, poverty etc.

The League itself had no army... relied on individual
countries and permanent members.

The League could take action in the form of sanctions:

MORAL sanction: persuading the aggressor that they were in the
wrong and needed to stop.

ECONOMIC sanction: by stopping trading with a country to put
pressure on it to stop its actions

MILITARY sanction: by sending in armed troops- these had to
come from the Armies of Britain and France as the League did
not have an army of its own.

No USA- dislike of
Treaty of Versailles,
dislike of old empires,
policy of isolationism,
cost involved.

Successes of LON Failures of LON

The League attacked | e Disarmament

slave traders in Africa Commission (1926)
and Burma and freed failed because
200,000 slaves. Germany demanded
The League closed equality of

armaments with
everybody else.
Commission on

down four big Swiss
companies which
were selling drugs. .

The League set up Armaments (1921),
camps and fed Failed to get
Turkish refugees. agreement on

The League took disarmament
home half a million because Britain
World War One objected.

Kellogg-Briand Pact
(1928), Sixty-five
countries signed the
treaty to end war —
but then they just
ignored it.

prisoners of war. .

Locarno Treaty- October 1925

This enabled Germany to be admitted to the League of
Nations.

Germany accepted the borders with France and Belgium
that were decided in the Treaty of Versailles

France and Germany agreed to settle any disputes
through the League

France felt it was at last secure of its borders and
Germany had shown more goodwill to France than ever
before. USSR only major European power that was not
in the League was the USSR

Manchuria 1931
What happened- Japan owned the South Manchurian
Railway (in China) In September 1931, an explosion
blew up part of the railway. Japan claimed this was
done by the Chinese and used it as an excuse to
invade China using force and implemented a Puppet
Government.
Why is this a problem? — Japan was a permanent
member of the LON and should not be invading
another country.
China’s reaction? China asked the LON for help.
LON'’s reaction? Only MORAL sanction, told Japan to
withdraw its troops from Manchuria but Japan just
took over more. The economic sanction was not
something anyone wanted to use due to Great
Depression and British interests in Asia, e.g. Hong
Kong and Singapore. Lytton Report- favoured China
but cane too late.
Result- LON looked weak, Japan left the LON,
economic sanctions would not have worked because
Japan could have still traded with USA outlines of the
League’s influence.

Abyssinia 1934
Mussolini wanted to create Italian East Africa
(empire). Invaded Abyssinia using Italy’s superior
military strength. Haile Selassie turned to the League
of Nations for help. A MORAL sanction was
immediately put in place and they also ordered all
members to impose an ECONOMIC sanction against
Italy. 1% time League had used economic sanctions-it
did not work because oil was not included and Britain
did not close the Suez Canal. Britain and France
plotted the HOARE-LAVAL plan but it did not go
through. Made the LON look corrupt. October 1936
Hitler and Mussolini signed Rome- Berlin Axis- LON no
longer took seriously and took no further action-
disbanded in 1946.

Conflict and Tension: 1918 - 1939
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Conflict and tension: the inter-war years, 1918-1939
Part 3 — The origins and outbreak of the Second World War

Escalation of tension

Aims: In Mein Kampf Hitler said that he wanted to: Destroy the Treaty
of Versailles, to unite all German-speaking people, to expand in the
east (particularly Poland and Russia) to gain lebensraum and to destroy
Communism.

The Dollfuss Affair: The Austrian Chancellor, Dollfuss, tried to crack
down on the Socialists and Nazis - political factions that he thought
were tearing the country apart. Dollfuss banned the Nazi party.

In 1934, Hitler ordered the Austrian Nazis to create havoc in Austria.
This turned into an attempt to overthrow the government. Chancellor
Dollfuss was murdered but the attempted coup failed because the
Austrian military intervened to back up the government.

In 1934, Italy had an agreement with Austria that it would protect
Austria from outside aggression. The Italian dictator, Mussolini,
honoured the agreement and moved Italian troops to the Austrian
border to deter Hitler from invading.

Saar plebiscite: In 1935, the historian HAL Fisher wrote that ‘a country
which is determined to have a war can always have it. ‘'The Treaty of
Versailles had put the Saar under the control of the League of Nations
for 15 years. In 1935 the inhabitants of the Saar voted to return to
Germany. The Saar plebiscite is cited by many historians as the first step
to war.

Re-armament: Hitler began to build up his armed forces. In 1935 he
introduced conscription (calling up men to the army). This broke the
Treaty of Versailles, but Britain and France let him get away with it.

Rhineland: Hitler invaded the Rhineland on 7 March
1936. This broke the Treaty of Versailles. It was a bluff —
the German army had only 22,000 soldiers and had
orders to retreat if they met any resistance. But once
again, Britain and France did nothing.

Austria: In 1938, Hitler took over Austria. First, Hitler
encouraged the Austrian Nazis to demand union with
Germany. Then Hitler invaded Austria (11 March

1938). This broke the Treaty of Versailles, but Britain and
France did nothing.

Munich: In 1938, Hitler tried to take over the
Sudetenland. First, Hitler encouraged the Sudeten Nazis
to demand union with Germany. Then, Hitler made plans
to invade Czechoslovakia.

Appeasement: Neville Chamberlain appeased Hitler. At
Munich, on 29 September 1938, Britain and France gave
Hitler the Sudetenland. Nowadays, when we use the
word 'appeasement’, we take it to mean: 'giving in to a
bully'. Some of the reasons Britain appease Hitler,
however, were: Some British people approved of Hitler's
policies. The British people hoped that a strong Germany
would stop the growth of Communist Russia. Many
people felt that events in Europe were not Britain's
business. Many British people wanted peace. Many
British people agreed with Hitler that the Treaty of
Versailles was unfair.

Czechoslovakia: On 15 March 1939, Hitler’s
troops marched into the rest of

Czechoslovakia. This, for most British people, was
the time when they realised that the only thing
that would stop Hitler was a war.

Nazi-Soviet Pact: In summer 1939, Hitler began
to unfold his plan to take over Poland. First, the
Germans in Danzig demanded union with
Germany. Then, Hitler threatened war.
Chamberlain promised the Poles that Britain
would support them if Germany attacked Poland.
In August 1939, Hitler made a secret treaty with
Russia. He thought this would stop Britain &
France helping Poland.

Poland: In April 1939, Chamberlain announced
the 'Polish Guarantee' - a promise to defend
Poland if Hitler invaded (this was the event which
ended appeasement). On 1 September 1939,
Hitler invaded Poland. On 3 September

1939, Chamberlain declared war on Germany.

Conflict and tension: the inter-war years, 1918-1939

Part 3 — The origins and outbreak of the Second World War
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Beliefs about causes of illness

The medieval doctor

Christian approach to medicine

Islamic approach to medicine

Public health (living conditions)

Beliefs about causes were
unknown. Doctors lacked scientific
knowledge and relied upon
Church-approved texts such as
Galen.

Some believed that illness was
caused by supernatural things.
Most common was that God sent
illness as a punishment for sin.
Others believed that astrology
(planets) and zodiac signs
determined why you wereill.
Some people believed though that
bad smells, poisoned water and
the weather played a part.

The key belief about the cause of
illness was The Four Humours.
This was developed by the Greek
doctors Hippocrates and Galen. It
stated your body was filled with
four liquids — yellow bile, black
bile, blood and phlegm. They had
to balance to be in good health.
Your illness was a sign that you
had too much/too little of one
humour and was associated with
the season/weather. This also
dictated the treatment you were
given.

Galen built on this theory by
performing dissections of animals
to understand more about
anatomy. The Church backed his
(incorrect) ideas as he believed in
‘one creator’

It took at least 7 years to train to
become a doctor. Training took
place at universities like
Oxford/Cambridge and involved
attending lectures and debates. It
did not usually involve practical
experience. Training involved
reading ancient texts, such as
Galen, approved by the Church.

Patients were diagnosed by a
doctor taking their pulse, and
examining the smell, colour and
taste of urine. From this, natural
medicines could be prescribed
made from plants, spices, oils,
wines and rocks.

Common treatments included
bloodletting, using laxatives and
making a patient vomit. All link to
the four humours theory of
purging. As doctors were
expensive treatment could be
found from barber surgeons and
wise women. These were
untrained people offering
operations and treatment

Surgery was influenced by warfare
so amputation was common. Wine
was used as antiseptic, natural
anaesthetics made from opium
and hemlock were used, as was
cauterisation to seal wounds.
Hospitals mainly cared for patients
rather than tried to cure them, as
this is what God only could do.

Medieval medicine in Britain was
influenced by the Church who
wanted everyone to believe in the
four humours theory. Those that
didn’t were criticised e.g. Roger
Bacon was sent to prison. The
Church forbade dissection until
the 14 C. which served to hinder
the development of anatomical
knowledge. The main issue was
that the Church did not want their
authority to be questioned. The
four humours theory backed up
the idea of one God, the creator,
who could cure people if they
prayed to him. Books that the
Church did not want people to
read were banned. All of this
severely hindered the
development of medical and
scientific knowledge.

However, there were some
positives. The Church opened
medical schools where the ideas of
Galen were taught. Monasteries
made an effort to provide clean
running water and toilets,
improving public health.

Islamic scholars picked up and
developed ideas from the Greeks
whom they greatly admired. They
built upon the work of Hippocrates
and Galen but also made new
developments. Hospitals were
opened that sought to cure not
just care. Baghdad alone had 60
hospitals in the 1100s when
London had one. In Cairo, the Al-
Mansur hospital was founded in
1283 and was one of the scientific
wonders of the age, It had
separate departments for patients
with different diseases, a library
and lecture halls for training.
Developments were made in
surgery where new surgical tools
were invented, and cat gut was
used for stitches

Islam failed to spread their ideas
very well. Islam Hindered Medicine
by not searching for effective
treatments because their attitudes
to the Koran meant that they were
unwilling to criticise other ancient
books, such as the writings of
Galen.

Public health in towns was poor.
Most towns had poor sanitation,
waste and excrement was dumped
onto streets, into cesspits or into
rivers, bath houses were available
but only to those who could afford
them, regulation did not work as
people did not always follow it and
governments/local councils did not
want to tax people to pay for
improvements. People were
expected to look after their own
health.

Conditions in monasteries were
better. These were isolated and
near a
supply of
fresh
running
water.
Monks were literate so could read
about better health conditions.
They stored water in wells, built
pipes to take it to sinks, separated
kitchens from privies and made
bathing compulsory. A monk
would be expected to have at least
4 baths a year.

The Black Death

People believed the Black Death of 1348 was a
punishment from God. Others thought the cause was
because of the position of planets and the alignment
of the Sun. Jews were also blamed for poisoning
water supplies whilst others blamed bad smells.
However, the real cause was from the bites of fleas
who live don black rats who had made their way from
Asia across the Silk Road trading route.

The impact was devastating. Approx 33% of the
population died, taking 250 years to return to normal
levels, churches closed down as there was no one to
work in them, the prices of food rose as there were
fewer farmers to grow and harvest it. Taxes also rose
due to less people paying it. Positively though, wages
rose by 400% and people enjoyed better quality of
life, diets, clothes, arts and culture.

Health and the people

Part One: Medicine stands still
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Modern treatment of disease

The impact of war and technology on surgery

Modern public health

Modern treatment of disease: the development of
the pharmaceutical industry; penicillin, its discovery
by Fleming, its development; new diseases and
treatments, antibiotic resistance; alternative
treatments.

The key discovery in the twentieth century was the
development of Penicillin;

Alexander Fleming

Penicillin was discovered by Alexander Fleming when
he was tidying his laboratory and found a petri dish
with a mould growing on it.

Fleming saw that the mould had killed the bacteria
around it. He tested it and worked out which
bacteria it could kill.

He wrote about his findings in a medical journal, but
did not purify or mass produce it.

Howard Florey and Ernst Chain

Florey and Chain found a way of purifying penicillin.
They trialled it on a policeman called Albert
Alexander who had acquired an infection after
scratching himself on a rose bush. The penicillin
worked, and he showed signs of recovering until
they ran out and Albert died.

The American government saw the potential of
Penicillin with the prospect of war and invested in
research into Penicillin. This meant by the time D
Day happened in 1944 there was enough Penicillin to
treat all injured American personnel.

Other developments

The list of treatments that finally started to help
people cure disease and health problems is a long
one. Here are some of the main discoveries:

The discovery of vitamins allowed doctors to
prescribe vitamin supplements, which cured
beriberi, rickets, pernicious anaemia and pellagra.
In 1921 Banting and Best developed insulin. They
could not cure diabetes, but they were able to
alleviate its results. Today, doctors use hormone
treatments to correct thyroid problems, help
children grow, improve sexual performance and
shrink cancers.

The work of Peter Medawar (1950's: Britain) on
immuno-suppressants led to the development

of anti-histamine, which prevents allergies and
operative shock.

After the 1950's, doctors (through contraception)
were able to prevent pregnancy, and after the
1970's (through IVF) to help childless women
become pregnant (although side effects of the
contraceptive pill are thromboses, migraine and
jaundice). In 2005, a 66-year-old Romanian woman
gave birth to twins.

In the 1950's, doctors used the drug thalidomide to
treat morning sickness during pregnancy. It caused
terrible deformities in babies, but today is used in
the treatment of AIDS, leprosy and some cancers.
In 1954, Joseph Salk (America) discovered a polio
vaccine, which helped eradicate polio from the
western world in the 20"century, and which may
make it extinct worldwide early in the 215 century.

The impact of war and technology on surgery: plastic surgery; blood transfusions; X-rays; transplant surgery; modern surgical methods, including lasers, radiation therapy
and keyhole surgery.

Surgeons in WW1 had the opportunity to experiment with new techniques. Surgeons developed techniques to repair broken bones, and perform skin grafts — plastic
surgery. Surgery of the eye, ear, nose and throat all improved rapidly.

X-rays were first discovered 20 years before the war. Hospitals installed X-ray machines, but it was the First World War which confirmed their importance. X-rays
immediately improved the success rate of surgeons in removing deeply lodged bullets and shrapnel which would otherwise have caused fatal infections. During WW1 the
following advances occurred:

e  Scientists didn’t know about different blood groups. Blood groups were discovered in 1901 by Karl Landsteiner. The discovery made transfusions successful.
During the First World War vast amounts of blood was needed. Many soldiers bled to death in the trenches before blood could get to them. The search began
for a better method of storage and transfusion. Doctors discovered how blood can be bottled, packed in ice and stored where it was needed.

e  The mental strain of war caused psychological damage. This was officially recognised and is now known as PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder).

e  Discovered in 1895, but during WW1 they first became important in locating where bullets or shrapnel had lodged in the soldier’s body.

e During WW1, Harold Gillies led development of plastic surgery. He could graft skin and treat men suffering from severe facial wounds.

e Through trial and error, surgeons worked out the best way to cut away infected flesh and soak the wound in salty solution during war.

e Innovations developed in the First World War had a massive impact on survival rates — such as the Thomas splint, named after pioneering Welsh surgeon Hugh
Owen Thomas, which secured a broken leg. At the beginning of the war 80% of all soldiers with a broken femur died. By 1916, 80 % of soldiers with this injury
survived.

e  From January 1915 the British military medical machine moved closer to the front line. Casualty clearing stations were now better equipped and, crucially,
more surgeons were closer to the battlefield. There were now fewer delays in administering potentially life-saving treatment. Soldiers with wounds that would
have been fatal were now more likely to survive.

During WW?2 the following developments took place:

Progressed during WW2 as American surgeon Dwight Harken cut into beating hearts and used his bare hands to pull out bits of shrapnel and bullets.

Doctor Archibald Mcindoe further developed plastic surgery while avoiding infection by using penicillin.

Shortages of food led to the government encouraging people to grow their own food, which led to a healthier diet all round.

To keep Britain fit during WW?2, a national immunisation programme against diphtheria was launched.

e  Penicillin was massively developed during WW2

e During the war, Britain’s children were evacuated to the countryside and experienced healthier lifestyles, forcing the government to try to improve their lives
when they returned to the towns.

e in 1942, William Beveridge suggested a National Health Service, paid for by tax and free to all. Straight after the war, this was introduced.

e  Better anaesthetics allowed deeper surgery as patients could be kept asleep for longer.

There is no time when it is 'good' to become ill, but the 20th century was a much better time to be poorly than any previous period in history. By 1991, the average life
expectancy of a man in Britain was 73, and of a woman, 78. Based on a string of spectacular scientific discoveries, doctors came to understand the human body like never
before, for example:
e inthe early 1900s, Willem Einthoven in Holland invented the electrocardiograph, or heart monitor
e in 1901, Karl Landsteiner in Austria discovered blood groups
e inthe 1930s, the discovery of penicillin by Chain and Florey, inspired by the work of Alexander Fleming
e in 1931, the electron microscope was developed
in 1953, Francis Crick and James Watson in Britain discovered the molecular structure of DNA
in 1953, Leroy Stevens in America discovered stem cells
e in 1972, Godfrey Hounsfield in Britain invented the CAT scanner (a powerful X-ray machine that provides a cross-section of the human body)
e inthe 1990s, the Human Genome project mapped all the 40,000 genes in the human body
e  For the first time in history, doctors were able to cure many diseases:
the discovery of vitamins allowed doctors to cure diseases such as rickets
in 1922, the first clinical trials of injected insulin saved people with diabetes
e during World War Two, Florey and Chain learned how to mass-produce the penicillin they had discovered - the first antibiotic
e  however, doctors were still unable to cure viruses such as AIDS or diseases like cancer, and overuse of antibiotics led to the development of drug-resistant
strains of killer diseases such as the MRSA hospital 'superbug'

Surgery
e For the first time in history, people went into hospital not just expecting to be healed, but expecting to come out better than they went in. Key advances
included:
e Inthe 1940s, the British surgeon, Archibald McIndoe, did the first plastic surgery on the faces of disfigured airmen. They were nicknamed the 'Guinea Pig Club'.
e In 1967, the South African surgeon, Christiaan Barnard, performed the first heart transplant.
e In 1978, Louise Brown became the first 'test-tube' baby.

e Inthe 1990s, 'keyhole' surgery, which avoided using large surgical cuts, became more widely used.

During the Boer War of 1899 to 1902, the government discovered that half
the volunteers for the army were unfit for service. In the 1900s, therefore,
the Liberal government passed a string of welfare reforms based on 'the
personal principle' — the belief that the government had a responsibility to
care for the individual citizen:

1906, local authorities were given the right to provide free school
meals for poor children

1907, the School Medical Service gave free health checks

1908, the government introduced pensions for old people

1911, the National Insurance Act provided free medical
treatment for workers, and benefit money for those out of work

At the end of the 19th century, a number of investigations were carried out
by wealthy businessmen, responding to concern that poverty was a
national problem. Two important figures, Charles Booth and Seebohm
Rowntree, sponsored major investigations into the extent and causes of
poverty. The findings of both Booth and Rowntree identified key points:

up to 30 per cent of the population of cities were living on or
below the poverty line.

people could not pull themselves out of poverty by themselves
Booth and Rowntree both identified the main causes of poverty
as being illness and unemployment

age was also a major factor: both the very young and the old
were most at risk of poverty

1918: After the World War One, the British Prime Minister Lloyd
George promised the soldiers returning from the battlegrounds
of Europe 'homes fit for heroes'. The government set itself a
target of building half-a-million decent homes by 1933.

1919: A Ministry of Health was set up to look after sanitation,
health care and disease, as well as the training of doctors, nurses
and dentists, and maternity and children's welfare.

1934: Although the economic depression of the 1930's caused
government to cut back on spending, it passed the Free School
Milk Act and encouraged local councils to give poor children free
school meals.

1942: During the World War Two, the need to give people
something to fight for led the government to commission up the
Beveridge Report. Beveridge recommended a Welfare State,
which would provide social security, free health care, free
education, council housing and full employment.

1946: The New Towns Act planned new towns such as Stevenage
and Newton Aycliffe to replace the inner-city slums. The Town
and Country Planning Act of 1947 set a target of 300,000 new
homes a year, and identified 'green belts' where housing would
not be allowed to continue to swallow up the countryside.

5 July 1948: The 'appointed day' for the start of the National
Health Service. In 1948, the National Assistance Act, abolished
the poor law and brought in social security

1956: The Clean Air Act imposed smokeless zones in cities and
reduced smog.

By 2001 the government provided or subsidised a huge array of services to:

help with family planning, care for pregnant women and visit
mothers with infants

provide doctors and hospitals, dentists and opticians, diet and
psychological care

support old people in their homes, and provide care homes for
those unable to look after themselves

Health and the people

Part four: Modern medicine
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Renaissance — what is it? An Italian word that translates as ‘re-birth’. The time period that ran from the 1400’s to the 1700’s saw improvements in scientific experiments, trade,
exploration, map making, artists, culture and medicine. Key inventions such as the printing press meant that new information and knowledge could be easily and quickly shared. Literacy
levels also rose.

The role of key individuals

Treatments

The Great Plague

Hospitals and surgery

Jenner, inoculation and
vaccination

Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564) improved our
understanding of anatomy by dissecting humans rather
than animals. This gave him more accurate knowledge
and allowed him to prove that Galen was wrong e.g. the
human breastbone has 3 parts, not 7 like an ape.
Vesalius worked with artists to ensure his findings were
accurately drawn and recorded. These drawings were
released in a book De Humani Corporis Fabrica in 1543.
This helped people to question ancient texts. However
his work did not influence treatments greatly as doctors
still did not know about effective causes or treatments

Ambroise Pare (1510-1590) was a battlefield surgeon
performing surgery on wounded soldiers. In battle, he
ran out of boiling oil which was used for treating
gunshot wounds. Paré made an old Roman ointment of
roses, turpentine and egg yolk which worked. Paré
developed ligatures to tie wounds instead of using a
cauterising iron which was more successful. He spread
his ideas through his 1575 book Les Oeuvres, which
became famous in Europe. His impact in Britain was
limited — only the rich could afford to see a doctor and
his ideas were met with scepticism.

William Harvey (1578-1657) discovers the circulation of
the blood, disproving Galen’s ideas. Identifies the
difference between arteries and veins, and that the
heart pumps blood continuously. This challenged Galen
who taught the liver produced blood. To spread his
ideas he writes On the Motion of the Heart, 1628.
However, bleeding operations still continue after Harvey
as people are unsure of what else to do. His ideas were
rejected by conservatives who still supported by Galen.
It would take 60 years before people accepted his work
when they too discovered capillaries.

Treatments evolved and
improved but knowledge was
limited by a lack of
understanding of germs. New
ideas focused on specific parts
of medicine e.g. Robert Burton
studied mental illness and Jane
Sharp women-led midwifery.

Explorers on voyages of
discovery brought back new
natural medicines — opium from
Turkey was used as an
anaesthetic, the bark of the
Cinchona tree from South
America helped to treat malaria,
and tobacco from North
America was wrongly said to
cure many conditions.

Poorer people still struggled to
afford to see a trained doctor.
Instead they relied on barber
surgeons, apothecaries (no
training, sold potions), wise
women and quacks. These were
people who falsely claimed to
have medical qualifications.
They travelled Britain making
profits from false treatments.
Some did gain some knowledge
of herbs and medicines but the
standard of care was generally
poor.

Beliefs about causes

- Punishment from God for
sin

- Movement of planets

- Poisonous air

Real cause was again the
fleas that live don rats that
were attracted to the poor
public health conditions on
towns and cities.

Attempted treatments

- Old ideas such as praying
for forgiveness and miasma
(bad air) were still
believed/followed

- Some new ideas were more
effective e.g. plague doctors
wore special clothing
covering their whole body to
stop the spread of disease
and watchmen prevented
people entering/leaving
infected houses.

- There was a more scientific
approach where people
observed the death rates
were higher in dirtier places.
Bodies were buried in mass
graves and people were
ordered to sweep the streets
outside their houses. Large
gatherings and trade were
limited

Hospitals were funded by rich
people, donations or
subscriptions. In 1741 Thomas
Coram raised money to open
the Foundling Hospital in
London. It supported and
educated vulnerable children
until 15. St Luke’s in London
became the second largest
public hospital in 1751, after
Bethlem, for the mentally ill.
Maternity hospitals were also
opened in Middlesex in 1747.
By 1800, London’s hospitals
alone were treating 20,000
patients a year.

Hospitals trained doctors of
the future (still mainly theory,
little practise, different wards
treated different diseases,
and doctors liked to treat
patients for free at hospitals
at it improved their
reputation for private
patients. John Hunter
improved surgery by carrying
out dissections, and
encouraging others to trust
the body’s natural healing
process. However he was
unpopular for paying grave
robbers!

In the 1700’s, inoculation
was used to treat small
pox. This involved giving a
low dose of smallpox to
make a person immune. It
was introduced to
England in 1721 by Lady
Montagu. Edward Jenner
introduced vaccination.
He injected James Phipps
with pus from cowpox
sores. This gave Phipps
immunity from smallpox.
Jenner didn’t understand
why this process worked
but it was made
compulsory by the
government.

Despite being much safer
than inoculation,
vaccination was opposed.
Some doctors were
worried it would lose
them money, many
thought it wrong to inject
cowpox into humans,
some saw this as going
against God’s will. The
Anti-Compulsory
Vaccination League was
set up in 1866 arguing
parents should decide for
their children.

Health and the people
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The development of Germ Theory

A revolution in surgery

Improvements in public health

Scientists thought microbes were caused by disease and appeared
because of illness. This was the theory of spontaneous generation. Instead
of blaming microbes, people looked for miasmas. Louis Pasteur was
employed in 1857 to find the explanation for the souring of sugar beet
used in fermenting industrial alcohol. His answer was to blame germs in
the air. He proved there are germs in the air by sterilising water and
keeping it in a flask that didn’t allow airborne particles to enter. This
stayed sterile — but sterilised water kept in an open flask bred microbes
again.

In 1861, Pasteur published his germ theory which proved that bacteria
caused diseases. This idea was taken up by Robert Koch in Germany, who
began to isolate the specific bacteria that caused particular diseases, such
as TB and cholera. It was Koch who realised that antibodies could help
destroy bacteria and build up immunity against disease. However, back in
France it was Pasteur who developed the first vaccines since Jenner, with
vaccines for chicken cholera, anthrax and rabies.

In his laboratory Koch also pioneered the use of stains to see

bacteria more clearly under a microscope. His assistant, Julius Petri,
invented the Petri dish to help in this process and the science of
bacteriology developed rapidly. Koch’s research led to a study of disease
prevention and the treatment of disease by vaccines and immune serums,
a branch of medicine now called immunology.

Paul Ehrlich (Germany: 1890s) reasoned that, if certain dyes could stain
bacteria, perhaps certain chemicals could kill them. He set up a private
laboratory and a team of scientists. By 1914 they had discovered several
'magic bullets' - compounds that would have a specific attraction to
disease-causing microorganisms in the body, and that would target and
kill them. These were methylene blue (for malaria), trypan red (for
sleeping sickness) and Salvarsan (for syphilis) - although Salvarsan was
more effective than the other two.

Most vaccines, however (eg one developed by Robert Koch against TB in
1891), were not successful. And against acute infectious disease, doctors
were largely powerless. They carried, as one medical historian wrote, 'a
box of blanks'. So people looked elsewhere for their cures - sometimes in
strange places.

In 1800, surgeons tried various ways to ease suffering of patients — e.g.
getting them drunk, knocking them out and giving them opium.

Nitrous Oxide or ‘laughing gas’ was discovered by Sir Humphry Davy. It
was never really widely used as Davy’s findings were published in a book
that was not well known, the book was given an obscure name. Ether
used by J.R. Liston during a leg amputation. However, it had very
unpleasant side effects. Chloroform used by James Simpson and some
friends at his home. They realised that it could be used as during surgery.
However, it led to unexplained deaths. The dose given could not be
measured or controlled.

The development of anaesthetics such as chloroform, which was
discovered by James Simpson in 1847, greatly improved the success rate
of surgery. Anaesthetics weren’t always popular though as they were
uncomfortable for patients. Some doctors believed that pain was good for
healing, people didn’t understand how they worked and the side effects
on the body were not properly recognised. The final breakthrough came
when Queen Victoria accepted the use of chloroform as an anaesthetic
during the delivery of her eighth child.

Until Louis Pasteur’s pioneering work on germ theory in the 1850s,
surgeons left wounds unprotected. They reused bandages and rarely
washed their hands or surgical equipment before operations. In 1864,
Joseph Lister introduced an antiseptic spray that by 1866, reduced the
death rate in patients by 45.7 per cent. His spray was not used for long
though, because carbolic acid actually damages the tissues and breathing
it in causes many problems for doctor as well as patient. More successful
was the special dressings he developed which contained carbolic acid to
keep the wound clean.

After 1860, the work of Florence Nightingale began to improve standards
of nursing in Britain, and to improve cleanliness in hospitals. She increased
respect and reputation for nurses and established training schools. During
her time there the death rate in Scutari fell from 43 per cent to 2 per cent.
She believed in prioritising cleanliness and fresh air, work which was

reported in British newspapers. By 1900 there were 64,000 trained nurses.

By the late 1890s Lister’s antiseptic methods led to aseptic surgery and
the introduction of sterile instruments in operating theatres. By 1898
rubber gloves were used and surgeon’s hands were scrubbed clean
beforehand.

In the 19th century, governments adopted 'the preventative principle' —
implementing public health measures to prevent disease:

In 1848, during the cholera epidemic, the government set up the Board of
Health under Edwin Chadwick, which had the power to clean streets and
build sewers.

After 1853, smallpox inoculation was made compulsory and free.

In 1854, John Snow discovered the connection between contaminated
water and cholera by plotting the course of a cholera outbreak in the
Broad Street area of London. He noticed that all the victims used the same
water pump. When he removed the handle from the pump, the epidemic
ended.

In 1861, Pasteur published his work on germ theory. He proved there are
germs in the air by sterilising water and keeping it in a flask that didn’t
allow airborne particles to enter. This stayed sterile — but sterilised water
kept in an open flask bred microbes again.

In 1875, the Public Health Act forced local councils to take responsibility
for public health. Streets, sewers and water supplies had to be kept clean
and healthy and all councils had to employ inspectors to enforce the laws.

In 1876, the Act of Parliament allowed women to enter the medical
profession. Elizabeth Garrett Anderson became the first woman to qualify
as a doctor in Britain.

In 1890, the Housing of the Working Classes Act allowed councils to
demolish overcrowded and dirty slums. Laws were put in place that
required towns to take more responsibility for planning, design and
maintenance of streets, buildings and street safety.

Health and the people

Part three: A revolution in medicine
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Norman England 1066 — c.1100
Part 1 — Conquest and Control

Events

Before 1066 England was very wealthy. It was ruled by Edward
the Confessor 1042-1066. The most powerful family were the
Godwins but the king also had close ties with the Normans in
France after he spent his childhood in exile there. The North of
England had a large Viking population after several periods of
Viking rule, including Edwards predecessor Harthacnut.

When Edward died 5% January 1066 it was unclear who would be
king. There were four main contenders.

Edgar Atheling was King Edwards great nephew and closest male
relative. He was born in exile in Hungary but returned to England
in 1057 and was treated as Edwards adopted son. However he
was only 14 when Edward died and was not chosen as the heir.
Earl Harold Godwinson was the most powerful man in England
and had served as sub regulus (deputy king) for many years.
Edward had resisted the influence of the Godwin family (briefly
exiling them in 1051) but on his deathbed reluctantly named
Harold Godwinson as his heir. Harold had the support of all of the
English nobles and the Witan, except his brother Tostig. They had
fallen out. Harold was crowned as king on the 6" January 1066.
Duke William of Normandy was King Edwards distant cousin.
Edward had close ties to the Normans through his mother and
(according to William) promised William the throne during the
1051 dispute. William was a successful and brutal warrior, having
proven himself in many military campaigns. When Harold
became king he began to prepare an invasion force.

King Harald Hardrada of Norway was a powerful Viking with a
large and successful army. He claimed that as Edward had no
sons a son of the previous king should be chosen. The previous
king was the Viking Harthacnut who (according to Harald)
promised the throne to Haralds father Magnus. Harald Hardrada
had only the support of the exiled Tostig Godwinson but was
determined to seize the throne by force.

The spring and summer of 1066 were spent
preparing large armies. King Harold Godwinson
waited for William on the south coast, leaving
the defense of the North to the Northern Earls
Edwin and Morcar. However, Harald Hardrada
arrived first, defeating Edwin and Morcar at the
battle of Fulford Gate. Harold led his army on a
speed march across the length of the country,
arriving at York in four days, catching the Vikings
by surprise and defeating them at the battle of
Stamford Bridge. Harald Hardrada and Tostig
were both killed.

Three days later William landed at Pevensey and
built a castle there. Harold marched his army all
the way back south, meeting William on the
road near Hastings.

Harolds army was exhausted. He had 7000 men,
mostly peasant militia but with a core of
professional Housecarls. They formed a strong
shield wall on top of the hill.

Williams army were fresh and well trained. He
also had 7000 men with infantry, archers and
2000 elite knights.

The fist Norman attacks up the hill failed.
However the Normans used a feigned retreat to
lure Harolds men down the hill where they
could be killed. By 4pm, after heavy casualties
on both sides, the shield wall was broken and
Harold was killed.

William still was not king. There was an
attempt to crown Edgar Atheling but,
after William burnt the countryside
around London, Edgar surrendered.
William was crowned king Dec 25% 1066.
William tried to secure his rule by building
Motte and Bailey castles all over England
but still faced rebellions from all over the
country and even his own Norman earls!
1068 Edgar Atheling, Edwin and Morcar
led a rebellion in the North, killing the
Norman Earl. William responded with the
Harrying of the North. He destroyed all
buildings, animals and food. In the winter,
100,000 people died of starvation.
Hereward the Wake led a guerrilla war in
the marshy fenlands of East Anglia. The
marshes meant William could not use his
army effectively. After many failed
attempts to capture Hereward’s base at
Ely, Hereward was betrayed by some
monks and William defeated the rebels.
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William declared himself the owner of all the land in
England. Everyone else was his tenant. If you rented land
directly from the King you were a tenant in chief. They
would then rent that land to others through subinfeudation.
[ Fgudal Pyrqmid ] William dealt with
difficult areas like
the Welsh border
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Life in the village did not change much. Peasants lived in
cottages farmed strips of land and grazed their animals on
common land. They grew wheat, oats, barley and rye. Land
was clearly divided between houses, farm land, pasture for
animals and woodland.

The church was the most important building. Built out of
stone it provided religious services, a bell to signal the start
and end of the day, storage for goods, a prison, and could
act as a fortress.

Open field system — fields were divided into strips that were
divided between peasants, with 25% kept for the lord.
Peasants had to pay rent to the lord in the form of crops or
money. Peasants had to make enough food to feed
themselves and to give to their lord.

Some fields were left fallow (empty) for a year or two so the
soil could recover and provide better crops when planted
again.

Norman England 1066 — c.1100
Part 2 - Life under the Normans

Domesday Book

In 1086 William commissioned a survey to find out
exactly what he had conquered. This became
known as the Domesday book (meaning judgement
day). It tells us who owned the land and how much
wealth they had. It showed William owned 20%, the
church 25%, 10 tenants in chief held another 25%
between them. The final 30% was held by about
170 people. This was about the same as before the
conquest. The difference is that the land now
belonged to Normans. 250 barons, with 2000
knights and about 10,000 settlers ruled over an
Anglo-Saxon population of about 2 million.

The Normans kept most of the Anglo-Saxon
legal system intact. They made some changes.
Large earldoms were broken up into smaller
ones with their own courts. Primogeniture
was introduced meaning the eldest son
inherited the fathers land. Murdrum fines
were introduced meaning if a Norman was
attacked or injured then everyone in the area
where the criminal lived would be punished.
Latin was used to write laws. Trial by ordeal
such as fire or water continued. Ordeal by
combat was added.

Forest laws meant anyone caught hunting in
forests could be find, mutilated or killed.

Peasants

A peasants life was dictated by the seasons. Spring was
for planting seeds, summer: harvesting crops, Autumn:
ploughing fields, and winter was for surviving.

Peasants worked from sunrise to sunset.

Not all peasants were farmers — some were brewers or
millers. Other important people were Reeves, Bailliffs
and Priests.

Peasants had to work for the lord at least 1 day a week,
sometimes up to 5 days. They paid taxes to the lord and
a tithe (10% of all farm produce) to the church. After all
taxes were paid peasants had to live on what was left.
Days off were Sundays and religious holy days. These
started with church services and were followed by
entertainment like wrestling, shin-kicking, cock-fighting,
music or a travelling bear!

The Normans encouraged the growth of towns
to improve trade. London had 10,000
inhabitants. Norwich, York and Lincoln had
around 5000. new cathedrals were also built.
Salt trade — salt was vital to preserve food.
Metalwork — Iron and lead were very
important for making houses and weapons.
Wool trade — wool was in great demand for
making clothes. It was often exported abroad
to places like Belgium.

Guilds — members of crafts would band
together to form guilds. E.g weavers, bakers,
butchers.

Markets and fairs — Markets could only be
held if a franchise had been granted by the
king. 2800 grants were given. Fairs were major
events with lots of trade and entertainment.

Norman England 1066 — c.1100
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Norman England 1066 — c.1100
Part 3 — The Church

Monasticism and Education

In the medieval world religion was very important. The church
helped people go to heaven but also played an important role
as a rich landowner, a law court, a major political influence
and in education and health.

William | built many churches and cathedrals to show his
piety, such as battle abbey at Hastings.

The church had many corrupt practices such as pluralism,
simony, nepotism and married priests. Pope Gregory VI
wanted to reform the church, to remove corruption.

Williams changes — Anglo-Saxon bishops and archbishops
were replaced with Norman ones.

Churches and Cathedrals were rebuilt in the Romanesque
style. This showed the Anglo-Saxons that the Normans were in
charge now.

The church became better organised.

William accepted that members of the church would be tried
in church courts.

Parish Priests mostly remained Anglo-Saxon.

Relationship with the Pope — Originally good (Papal banner at
Hastings). William showed willingness to follow the Popes
requests (Battle Abbey + Church building). However they
began to fall out as William used the church for his own gain
e.g. appointing his favourites to powerful positions, taking
riches from Anglo-Saxon churches

Archbishop Stigand — The pre-conquest Anglo-Saxon
Archbishop of Canterbury and Winchester. William refused to
be crowned by him and removed him in 1070 due to pluralism
Archbishop Lanfranc — An Italian monk. Obtained the papal
banner for William. Archbishop 1070-1089.

Archbishop Anselm — Student of Lanfranc. Appointed by
William 1l but always put church before his king. They often
argued. He helped reform the church.

Monks and Nuns devote their life to the worship
of God. Monks live in monasteries or abbeys.
Nuns live in nunneries or convents. Their way of
life is called monasticism. There were 35
monasteries and nunneries in England.

St. Benedict wrote a set of rules for monks to
live by (in the 6t century). The people who lived

by these rules became the order of St. Benedict.
They had to take vows of poverty, chastity,

obedience, stability.

Monks prayed on behalf of others, grew food
for themselves, copied books by hand, helped
the poor and occasionally would teach.

The Normans invited the Cluniac order to

England. They followed a stricter version of St.
Benedicts rules.

Education — Normans moved education out of
the monasteries into towns. Education was
limited to those who could afford it. Barons,
knights and some wealthy merchants. By 1100
there were 40 schools.

Students learnt to write and speak Latin on
stone boards that were wiped clean every
lesson. If students did well they would go to
university or become merchants, parish clergy,
or clerks. Subjects like maths, accountancy and
law were taught once students started work.
The school year was in 3 terms, ending late June
so people could help with the harvest.

Location — Strong position on the river.
Strategically important. Protected against
Scots, Danes and rebellions.

Function — Cathedral for worship. Castle for
defense. The Prince-Bishop held military and
political power, as well as religious power.
Houses relics of St. Cuthbert as a place of
pilgrimage.

People — Bishop Aethelwine. Anglo-Saxon.
Submitted to William. Was ambassador to
King Malcolm of Scotland. Imprisoned by
William and died during the Harrying of the
North.

Bishop William Walcher. Norman.
Introduced Benedictine monks to Jarrow and
Wearmouth. Killed by English rebels.

Bishop William St Calais. Norman. Brought
the Benedictine monks to Durham. Removed
the married priests. Tore down the existing
church and started construction of the
current cathedral. Died of natural causes.
Ranulf Flambard continued Williams work.
Design and structure — Romanesque design.
Pointed arch roof allowed for greater height
and bigger windows. Impressive sight.
People at the time - “unclean living” was
stopped. Monks had to be celibate. Return
to Benedictine ideal.

Norman England 1066 —c.1100
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America 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality
Part 1 — American people and the ‘Boom’

- The’Boom’ ] Social and cultural developments

During the 1920’s America experienced a ‘Cycle of
prosperity’ based on consumerism. People bought
consumer goods in large numbers which fuelled a dramatic
boom in economic production and rising living standards.
Advertising — encouraged people to buy consumer goods.
Campaigns encouraged people to ‘Keep up with the Jones's’
whilst mail order catalogues targeted people at home.

Hire purchase — enabled people to buy now pay later. Many
Americans entered into these schemes so they could buy
the newest consumer goods now.

Mass production — In order to meet the rising demand for
consumer goods, companies embraced mass production
techniques. Here, technological advancements such as
assembly lines enabled companies to produce identical
goods quickly, which drove down prices and created jobs
Ford — The most famous example of this is the Henry Ford
car factory. Mass production meant a car was finished every
10 seconds. The price of cars fell from $850 to $295 by 1920
Republican government policies —believed in a policy of
non-interference in the economy. Laissez faire meant the
government left businesses alone. Low taxes and regulation
were examples here.

Stock market boom —Many Americans speculated by
borrowing money to buy shares, enjoying the ‘bull market’
where shares continually rose in value.

Inequality of wealth — However, despite the Boom, 60% of
Americans lived below the $2000 poverty line. Workers in
older industries, farmers, and ethnic minorities suffered
worst.

Entertainment — Rising employment meant
many Americans had disposable income to
spend on entertainment. Rising demand
encouraged more production which fuelled its
own mini cycle of prosperity

Cinema — 100m Americans went to the cinema
each week. Films cost only pennies to watch,
and many people used the cinema to escape the
harsh reality of life. Silent film stars such as
Charlie Chaplin became Hollywood superstars
Jazz — was the most popular form of music.
Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong were
household names. The music was seen as risqué
as it was made popular by African Americans
Women - For some, the 20’s was a time of
liberation. Labour saving consumer goods such
as vacuum cleaners meant many women had
more time for leisure activities. 25% more
women worked during this time, with certain
industries like radio production favouring
women workers over men.

Flappers emerged mainly in Norther urban
areas. Middle class women with disposable
income changed the way they dressed and the
activities they took part in. They smoked, wore
make up, danced suggestively, and turned
against traditional norms. Important to say the
majority of women did not experience this
change — rural/poor/conservative traditions.

Prohibition — became law in 1919 with
the 18" Amendment. lllegal to make, sell
or transport alcohol. Millions broke the
law by attending one of 250,000
speakeasies. Bootleggers smuggled beer
in from Canada and rum from the West
Indies. Some made their own moonshine.
Organised Crime — prospered at this time.
Al Capone and his 700 strong gang began
bootlegging but branched out into drug
trafficking, prostitution and racketeering.
Violence such as St Valentine’s Day
Massacre threatened safety

Immigration — 20m came to America
between 1880 and 1920. Older WASPs
felt threatened by newer immigrants,
who may threaten their way of life or
spread Communism. Laws were passed to
restrict immigration numbers, banning it
completely from places such as Asia.

Two examples of discrimination were the
Red Scare and Sacco and Vanzetti case
studies.

Ku Klux Klan had 5m members by 1925.
They believed in white supremacy and
lynched 2 people a week on average.
Many police, judges and politicians were
members meaning people were rarely
caught or punished e.g. young H Truman.

America 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality
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America 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality
Part 2 — Bust: Americans’ experiences of the Depression and the New Deal

Unemployment — The Wall Street Crash
in 1929 triggered a wave of
unemployment. The Crash occurred
when speculators could not afford to B
repay loans they had borrowed to buy g
shares. Businesses went bankrupt which lead to unemployment
which peaked at 14m in 1933. This was worse in towns such as
Cleveland where 50% were unemployed. Unemployment lead to
homelessness. In 1932, 250,000 lost their homes and lived in
Hoovervilles. No social security meant people relied on charities
and soup kitchens

Farmers — Due to new technology and overproduction, farmers
had not been part of the 20’s boom. The Depression was even
worse for them as many could not afford to pay their mortgage so
were evicted. Dust bowl conditions ruined land so 2.5m migrated
to California in search of work

Businessmen — Between 1929 and 1933, 10,000 banks closed and
100,000 businesses went bankrupt. Production fell by 40% and
exports fell from $10bn to $3bn

Hoover’s responses — Hoover believed in a laissez fair approach to
the economy, promising people prosperity was ‘just around the
corner’. He did try to cut taxes, raised tariffs and set up the
Reconstruction Finance Company. However, he was seen as a ‘do
nothing’ President which was made worse by his treatment of the
Bonus Army in June 1932.

Election of Roosevelt — Roosevelt
comfortably won the 1932 election,

promising a ‘New Deal’. He was seen as
pro-active, offering hope and
optimism, winning 60% of the vote and

42/48 states. This was the biggest election victory ever at the time.

The effectiveness of the New Deal

New Deal — offered Relief, Recovery and
Reform, In his first Hundred Days, FDR restored
confidence in the banks by closing then
gradually reopening the good ones, and
communicated his changes through fireside
chats. Alphabet Agencies were set up to tackle
certain issues:

Unemployment — NRA controlled industry and
boosted ages, PWA built schools, dams, bridges
and airports, CCC helped 25m under 25’s find
low paid conservation work

Poverty — FERA provided soup kitchens, nursery
care and blankets, HOLC rescued around 20% of
mortgages

Farmers — AAA set up quotas to avoid
overproduction and gave machinery to farmers,
TVA built dams and irrigation channels on the
Tennessee River to create jobs and stop erosion
Opposition — FDR faced opposition from the
Republicans and Supreme Court who felt he
was acting unconstitutionally by interfering too
much in the economy and individual states’
freedom. Others such as Huey Long felt he
wasn’t going far enough and that he had failed
to tackle discrimination against African
Americans

Popular culture — 28m homes owned a radio,
films continued to be popular with ‘talkies’
leading to a 1930’s Golden Age in Hollywood.
These films helped take people’s minds off the
Depression

The impact of the Second World War

Economic recovery — Outbreak of War for
America lead to improved economic conditions.
In 1942 FDR set up the War Productions Board,
offering contracts to 100 big companies, leading
to 500,000 new businesses being set up. Many of
the New Deal opponents now supported the
President. 14m American worked in factories
during this time, others were drafted into the
army, effectively ending unemployment.

Lend Lease — was set up to send weapons to
America’s allies immediately and allowing them
to pay later. $10bn of good was exported to
Europe, stimulating growth and jobs. By 1944
the USA was making half of all of the world’s
weapons. Civilians were encouraged to invest in
war bonds that gave the government money
now and were promised a return later

Social developments — African Americans lives
saw some change. 1, joined the army and 2m
found work in northern factories. However
discrimination continued in these areas too.
500,000 joined the NAACP which campaigned for
civil rights.

African Americans and Women - % of women in
employment rose from 35% in 1941 to 50% in
1945, many replacing the men who had gone to
fight. May worked in the electronics industry and
making munitions. Women’s wages increased
and 60% of managers said their best workers
were women. However, prejudice also continued
when men returned home.
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America 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality

Part 3 — Post War America

African American Civil Rights

After WW2 the USA was the only industrial nation not to have
suffered bombing on the mainland. Therefore America was
producing nearly half of the worlds goods. The economy
continued to grow from 1945 to the 1970s and most people
enjoyed a comfortable lifestyle.

American Dream — many wealthy white Americans moved to the
suburbs, relying on motor transport and enjoying all the modern
conveniences. Consumerism ensured economic growth as people
kept buying the latest models to replace old goods.

Affluence led to a growth in popular culture.

Teenagers had more leisure time and spending money than
previous generations. In the 1950s they began to be associated
with rebellion as they set up their own social standards.

Rock and roll music became increasingly popular with performers
such as Elvis Presley. He had at least 170 hit singles.

Television ownership developed rapidly. 1948: 0.4% of
households had a TV. By 1958 it was 83.2%. Programming was
dominated by commercial sponsors and advertising. National
broadcasting, especially the news, did create a national
consciousness.

McCarthyism — People believed American values of democracy
and freedom were under threat from communism. These fears
turned inwards and Congress investigated communist
involvement in the government, education and film industry.
Many were sacked. Many started to name others. Senator
McCarthy held trials of suspected communists. Many were found
guilty with little proof. The hearings were televised and careers
were ruined. When McCarthy went after the army people
thought he had gone too far. However, the damage was done to
people’s lives and America’s reputation around the world.

Many southern states enforced Jim Crow Laws that
segregated white and black people. They were
supposed to be ‘separate but equal’ but Black
Americans never got a fair deal.

Education — Black and White children had to go to
separate schools. This was legal as long as the
schools were equally well equipped. This was never
the case and in Brown v board of education of
Topeka, 1954, the Supreme court ruled that all
schools should be integrated. This was resisted and
in 1957 President Eisenhower had to send the army
to protect Black students attending Little Rock High
School in Arkansas.

In Montgomery, Black people had to sit at the back
of the bus. In 1955 Rosa Parks refused to give up her
seat to a white man and was arrested. This sparked
the Montgomery bus boycott led by Martin Luther
King. After a year, bus segregation was declared
illegal.

This inspired other people to take direct action such
as sit ins and freedom rides. The 1963 March on
Washington campaigned for full civil rights
(including the vote) and culminated in the “I have a
dream speech”

The Black Power movement and its leaders such as
Malcom X argued that force should be used to
achieve equality. There were also many race riots
such as LA in 1965 and Detroit 1967. Black people
didn’t feel the white police force protected them.
Civil Rights Act 1964 made it illegal to discriminate
in housing and employment. Voting Rights Act 1965
guaranteed Black People’s right to vote.

Republican President Eisenhower was
replaced by Democratic President Kennedy
(JFK) in 1961. In 1963 JFK was assassinated
and replaced by President Johnson (LBJ). JFK
and LBJ promised changes in American
society. These included; extension of
unemployment benefit, improved housing in
poor cities, social security benefits. Johnson
introduced Medicare and Medicaid (1965) to
provide health insurance for poor Americans.
However, both presidents are mostly
remembered for foreign policy events (Berlin
wall, Cuban missile crisis, Vietnam war.)

In the 1960s feminist movements began to
challenge the idea that a woman’s place was
in the home. The National Organisation for
Women (NOW) was set up in 1966. There
were many successes. Equal Pay Act 1963
established principle of equal pay, but with
exceptions. Roe v wade 1973 made abortion
legal in the first trimester. In 1972
contraception was made legally available to
unmarried couples.

However there was opposition to the pace of
change, including among women, particularly
from the religious and middle class.

Women also protested against male sexism
e.g. men’s clubs and magazines. Women's
magazines were also criticised as well as
beauty contests.

In 1970s protest died down but people were
more aware of the need for an equal society.
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