
This presentation is intended to offer some guidance on revision in light of the 
changes to GCSE exams.  These changes make revising well even more essential as 
everything rests on the terminal exam, as well as which there is a greater amount of 
knowledge required for the exams.
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All year 11 students should be revising regularly by now.  Revision should take place 
each evening in small chunks.  For example, 20 minutes of Maths followed by 20 
minutes of English followed by 20 minutes of Science, is more effective than trying 
to revise all one subject at once.
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Students now do two mock exams in order to give them plenty of practice ahead of 
the GCSE exam.  In the past, time would have been spent on completing and refining 
coursework; now, with the emphasis on terminal exams, the time is better used 
preparing for and practising exams.
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Teenagers sometimes think that if they ‘hope’ for something it will happen.  
However planning and preparation are the only ways to achieve the grades you 
hope for.  The new GCSEs are competitive in nature – previously grade boundaries 
were set and as long as you gained above the grade boundary you would be 
allocated the grade, so in theory every child in the country could have achieved a 
grade A.  

In the new system, only a certain percentage of students are allocated grades, for 
example the top 10% of students will each be awarded grade 8 or above – thus in 
order to gain a particular grade, you have to perform above other students 
nationally to achieve this.  Giving yourself the best possible advantage by planning, 
preparing and working hard is crucial.
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Much time can be wasted with ineffective revision techniques.  Smaller chunks of 
focussed revision are better than hours of browsing revision websites.  Memorising 
and recalling are the two most important techniques.  Students can spend a lot of 
time reading through notes, but unless they test themselves and commit it to 
memory this is wasted time.  Read-test-read-test-read-test is the best technique.
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Hard work is the factor that makes the biggest grade difference in the end.  GCSEs 
are more a test of what has been learned and remembered than a test of 
intelligence.  Putting in the time and effort now will reap the rewards later.
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Similarly, students who are resilient and develop a positive mindset towards the 
workload and accept the challenges, perform better.  An intensive focus on studying 
between now and the final exam is expected, with the reward of a long, relaxing 
summer holiday at the end.
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Many students approach revision via their computers.  Whilst the internet is a useful 
source of revision material, it is not the most useful way to learn and memorise the 
information.  There are no computers in exams so practising and revising using pen 
and paper methods is the best preparation. 

Make notes, summarise, test yourself and complete practice questions.
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In addition there are many, many distractions on computers.  Spending time in a 
space without any technology can be a helpful way to focus purely on the 
information to be learned.
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Revising can be boring, but not everything that is boring is bad!  Accept that it is 
boring sometimes but do it anyway.

A useful technique is to alternate between topics that you like and topics that you 
don’t like as much.
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Plan out a weekly revision timetable.  Use knowledge organisers to identify what 
you need to know in each subject – these are available on the website for each 
subject.  Tick off topics as you learn them to make sure you don’t miss anything.  

Every Tuesday and Wednesday there is a study session, staffed by Leadership, in the 
Sixth Form Study Area, from 3.00 pm to 4.30 pm.
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There is such a lot to remember but the good news is that once you’ve learned 
something, you can’t unlearn it, so a huge amount of information and knowledge 
has already been learned throughout a student’s schooling that is ready to be 
accessed.

Memorisation and recall and reviewing regularly are key to making it stick!  The 
review cycle demonstrates that if you revise something once, over time you will 
start to forget it, thus it is important to review it regularly so that is stays in your 
memory.  For example, if you revise Macbeth on Monday, do a quick review the next 
day before you start a new topic, and then again at regular intervals.
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This chart demonstrates the importance of reviewing regularly and the difference 
this can make to grades.
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Use exercise books and learning logs to make condensed revision notes that you can 
refer to regularly as part of reviewing your learning.
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Students have a tendency to read notes, highlight and then re-read, this creates 
familiarity with the information but not necessarily a strong memory of it.

Recalling information is what makes it stick, so read and then test yourself.  Working 
with a friend to test each other can be helpful with recall, but this is only useful once 
your have started to memorise the information first.
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Who can make the hardest question – you or them!
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