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Introduction 
 
Education is a genuine partnership between parents, students and staff in school.  As actively 
involved parents you need to have the information to understand what is happening in school on a 
daily basis and this booklet will help you to do that.  We hope that this handbook, coupled with the 
meeting for parents, will provide you with the information you need.  Please forgive us if any of this 
information is stating the obvious or if you already know things because of having an older child in 
school.  Equally, if there is more that you want to know, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Key Stage Three 
 
As many parents will be aware, the first three years of secondary 
schooling are referred to as Key Stage 3 and it is important to 
remember that the course outlines provided form part of a three year 
programme of study, culminating in Year 9.  Your child should keep 
all their exercise books to refer to in future years. Students are 
examined in all subjects at the end of each academic year.  
 
The Turton Curriculum 
 
The curriculum studied by all students at Key Stage 3 is based around the national curriculum, and 
here at Turton comprises of discrete lessons in English, Mathematics, Science, Design and 
Technology, Computer Science, French and Spanish, History, Geography, Art, Music, Physical 
Education and Faith and Ethics. In addition citizenship and PSHEE are covered during assemblies, 
form time and with some subject areas, covering economic awareness, careers education, personal 
relationships and sex education, first aid, democracy, health, charity events and coping with life’s 
events.   
 
Our curriculum helps students develop as individuals, responsible for their own learning, and ready 
to be life-long learners.   
 
 



Homework 
Homework is an important aspect of your child’s education 
as it enables us to extend the range of knowledge and 
information they can acquire.  It provides an opportunity to 
extend students learning and to develop good study habits 
through independent learning skills, which become 
increasingly important as they continue into Key Stage 4 and 
Post-16 education.   
 
The nature of homework tasks will vary and include reading, 
written tasks, research on the Internet, practical activities, 
researching media articles and revision for tests or 
examinations.  Pupils should frequently review their work as 
an on-going process, using their learning logs found in their 
planner.   Homework is always a subject for discussion.  
Some parents say there is too much whilst others say that 
there is not enough – we aim to strike a balance. 
 

Reading is very important and all students should read regularly at home.  The library is very well 
stocked with fiction and nonfiction books and year 7 and 8 students will follow the accelerated reader 
scheme in tutor time and in English.   
 
All students have a homework planner and we would welcome your support in ensuring its 
completion.  Please do not hesitate to contact the Subject Leader if you have any concerns about a 
particular subject.  For any general concerns, please talk to the group tutor in the first instance. 
 
Monitoring Your Child’s Progress 
 
Within school we continue to develop ways by which achievement can be recognised and under-
achievement can be diagnosed and corrected. 
 
Further to this there are a number of opportunities we use to keep you informed regarding your 
child’s progress at school.  These are: 
 

 
1. Parents’ Evening 

 
This provides an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress directly with their subject 
teacher.  If you have concerns at any other time, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 
Group Tutor or Pastoral Leader. 
 

2. Annual Profile 
 
This is a summative report provided towards the end of each school year.    
 



The partnership between home and school is crucial to your child’s education.  Throughout primary 
school many parents have taken an active role in the education of their children in a variety of ways.  
Once students start secondary school, parents can feel less involved and sometimes lose touch 
with the work and progress being made. 
 
 
Ways of avoiding this happening include: 
 

§ Talk to your child regularly about the work he/she is doing in school. 

§ Always encourage your child’s efforts.  Try to find value in the work that 
they do, whilst at the same time encouraging them to go a little further. 

§ Try to establish a regular time for your child to study.   The earlier in the 
evening or weekend the better. 

§ Read your child’s homework organiser and show an interest in what is 
set.  If your child continually has no homework in his/her homework 
organiser, please discuss this.  Homework is usually set in a couple of 
subjects each day. 

§ Look at your child’s exercise books and read what her/his teachers have written.  Encourage 
your child to do the same, as the comments made by the teachers show how work can be 
improved. 

§ Talk to your child about anything in order to encourage them to express their feelings and to 
establish their own views and opinions. 

§ Monitor the amount of time your child spends on each homework. 

§ If you feel that the work set is too easy, too difficult or too much for your child, then please contact 
the Group Tutor or Pastoral Leader. 

§ If your child experiences difficulty with reading then please continue to listen to them read on a 
regular basis.  Encourage them to read (anything) as frequently as possible. 

§ If your child experiences difficulty with Mathematics then please continue to work on basics such 
as tables as frequently as possible. 

 
 
These may seem like very obvious strategies but parents have told us that these are the basic 
activities which keep communications open with Year 7-8 students and help them, as parents, to 
stay involved. 

  



ART & GRAPHICS        
 
 
Head of Art:    Miss L Gray 
Head of Graphic Design: Mr M da costa Oliveira 
 
 
Aims 
§ To develop individuals’ practical skills using traditional techniques and new media 
§ To contextualise students’ own work with that of other artists, designers and craftspeople  
§ To encourage independence, creativity, exploration and experimentation  
§ To develop an appreciation of art, craft and design and its role in the creative industries 
 
Course Content 
The study of art, craft and design will include: 
§ An exploration of media, processes and techniques in 2D, 3D and new technologies. 
§ The study of a range of artefacts from contemporary, historical, personal and cultural contexts. 
§ An understanding of art, craft and design processes, associated equipment and safe working 

practices. 
 
Organisation 
Students will investigate a minimum of one topic per term throughout Key Stage 3 with projects 
encompassing elements of Craft, Culture and Cross-Curricular material. Towards the close of the 
academic year, KS3 students will undergo and End of Year Assessment module, which will form the 
basis of the school report. Students are encouraged to personalise their learning throughout the 
visual journey and do so by conducting independent research into their chosen 
artist/designer/craftsperson and/or art movement(s). In preparation for Key Stage 4, students are 
required to record and develop their ideas, select and experiment with a variety of appropriate media 
and present a personal, informed response to a set project brief. Organisation and safety within the 
Department is paramount with staff having high expectations of students’ behaviour for learning. 
 
Assessment 
Students will receive regular, informal verbal feedback within lessons to promote confidence and 
progress. Both classwork and homework are regularly assessed and peer and self-evaluation 
encouraged. 
 
Homework 
Homework can take a variety of forms: collecting visual stimulus, conducting research into a specific 
artist/designer and/or art movement, observational drawings, design development.  
 
Special Features 
Basic drawing equipment is recommended for all Art & Design lessons.  
 



Computing 
 
 
Subject Leader:  Mrs A Blakeley 
 
 
Y7 Aims 
 
Throughout Year 7 students are introduced to the ICT and Computing Curriculum using various 
software packages to understand the theoretical and practical skills about how a computer works. 
 
 
Course Content 
Cyber Safety – Students take part in a project to encourage students to think about their online 
profiles and how to stay safe online. This course looks at the idea of information sharing and when 
it is not appropriate to share information online. 
 
Algorithms – Students learn what algorithms are, and how to display them with flow charts 
 
Spreadsheets and Binary – Students create a spreadsheet and use these skills to develop a 
program that quizzes students on their subject knowledge. During this unit students are introduced 
to the concept of binary, a fundamental topic in the understanding of how computers work 
 
Flowol and Python – Students are taught how to use Flowol software to create functioning 
algorithms and Python to learn the basics of programming. 
 
Websites/Graphics – Students create a website using Dreamweaver and graphics software to 
create elements of the site. Students will think about audience and purpose and learn web skills. 
 
Organisation 
 
Students are taught in mixed ability groups.  
 
Assessment 
Students self-assess their work and are assessed by the teacher on a regular basis, with written 
feedback being provided at the end of every unit. 
 
Homework 
Regular homework is given and can be completed on free access software. 
 
Y8 Aims 
 
Throughout Year 8 students build on their knowledge from Y7 and continue using various software 
packages to understand the theoretical and practical skills about how a computer works. 
 
Course Content 
E-Safety – Students identify some of the other risks of being online namely viruses and data misuse 
and build a quiz about e-safety using the elements they have learned 
 
Binary – students will learn binary notation and how to change from binary to denary and denary to 
binary as well as hexadecimal notation 



Small Basic - Students will use the Small Basic programming language to understand the concept 
of coding and develop the skills in how to make computer programs that are interactive and fun. 
 
Python – Students will build on their programming skills from Y7 to develop their knowledge and 
techniques 
 
Networks and Hardware – students will learn the basic parts of hardware for a computer and a 
network as well as being able to design network topologies 
 
 
Organisation 
Students are taught in mixed ability groups.  
 
Assessment 
Students self-assess their work and are assessed by the teacher on a regular basis, with written 
feedback being provided at the end of every unit. 
 
Homework 
Regular homework is given and can be completed on free access software. 
  



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
 
Subject Leader:  Mrs S Murphy 
Head of Food:  Mrs C Dower 
Head of Resistant Materials: Miss R Clare 
 
 
Aims 
§ To analyse and reflect 
§ To gain independence and take the initiative 
§ To work as individuals and in teams 
§ To develop enquiring minds 
§ To have opportunities to apply knowledge/skills to practical activities 
§ To think creatively by generating and exploring ideas 

 
 

Course Content 
Students will undertake various topics involving a range of materials including, Food, Textiles and 
Resistant Materials.  Some projects covered in Years 7 and 8 include:  
 
Year 7 
§ Food – Diet and nutrition, gaining knowledge of the diet and building skills through practical 

making activities. 
§ Textiles – Learning about the industrial revolution and its impact on the textiles industry, then 

about fibres, fabrics and building basic skills e.g. use of a sewing machine, overlocker and 
Cadcam embroidery machine.  Finally to create and make a wall hanging. 

§ Resistant Materials – Students develop an understanding of toys across the ages and use 
specialist equipment to design and make a jigsaw puzzle inspired by M C Esche.  
 

Year 8 
§ Food – Staple foods of geographical significance and manufacturing from primary staple 

products. 
§ Textiles – Students explore colour and texture whilst researching natural and synthetic dyes.  

Designing and producing a cushion created from sample testing. 
§ Resistant Materials – Students will explore engineers and the development of materials and 

manufacture from the industrial revolution. They will also research forces and different ways to 
strengthen structures.  They will then create their own structure in a group to support a load. 

 
 
Organisation 
Organisation and safety of materials and are key issues in Design Technology.  Pupils are expected 
to behave and work in a mature manner at all times in specialist rooms.  Time management is a key 
factor.  
 
  



Assessment 
Students will receive written feedback to aid progress. 
 
 
Homework 
Homework will take a variety of forms; it will be mainly project based and preparation of resources 
and ingredients for practical sessions. 
 
 
Special Features 
Food Technology - Pupils will be informed in advance and are expected to organise and weigh 
their own ingredients, usually required every other lesson. 
 
Moodle - All workbooks are situated in your year group on the Moodle.  



ENGLISH 
““Laugh – Learn – Love Literature & Language”  
 
 
 
Subject Leaders:   Mrs A Lane (Head of English/KS4) 
 Mrs N Travis (Second in English/KS5) 
 Miss L Murphy (KS3 Coordinator) 
 Mr D Johnson (KS5) 
  
 
Aims 
§ To develop pupils’ understanding of the key skills which help us to develop in speaking and 

listening, reading and writing 
§ To encourage pupils to develop an enjoyment of English 
§ To promote the mastery of English and the journey of English Language and Literature 
§ To encourage pupils to become independent, critical and articulate learners 
 
 
Course Content 
The brand new KS3 curriculum centres around the journey of English Literature, from its origins to 
the present day. As Year 7 move through Key Stage 3, they will learn about all the key eras of 
literature, starting with the birth of the theatre in Ancient Greece.  This will allow pupils to study great 
works of drama, prose and poetry and to develop their own language skills by creating original 
pieces too.  We will relate and compare texts from different eras to modern texts, to allow pupils to 
gain a deep understanding of the origins of the language and literature we experience today. 
 
Year 7  
 
 Autumn  Spring  Summer 

 
GREEK 

§ How has Greek theatre 
influenced later texts? 

§ How have the Greek 
philosophers affected 
later texts? 

 

 

 
OLD ENGLISH 

§ Why are myths, 
legends, monsters and 
heroes important in 
literature? 

§ How has the English 
Language changed 
since its origins in the 
5th century? 

 
      

 
MEDIEVAL ENGLISH 
§ How did courtly life 

affect literature? 
§ Why did the printing 

press affect English 
so much? 

 
 
         



Year 8 
 
 Autumn  Spring  Summer 

 
RENAISSANCE 

§ Why is Shakespeare 
such an influential 
playwright? 

§ What impact did 
Shakespeare have on 
the English language? 
 
 

 

 
NEO-CLASSICAL 

§ How did the  
neo-classics’ love of 
the past affect our 
present? 

§ What changed in 
English writing as a 
result of rules? 

 

 
ROMANTICS 

§ How did the 
Romantics’ challenge 
of everything develop 
our literature?  

§ How have gender 
roles been presented 
in texts over time? 

 

 
 
Year 9 
 
 Autumn  Spring  Summer 

 
VICTORIAN 

§ How did the Victorians 
attempt to make our 
country great? 

§ How did social change 
affect reading? 
 

 

 
MODERNISM 

§ How did two world wars 
affect literature? 

§ How was the suffragette 
movement presented in 
the public domain? 
 

 
 

  
CONTEMPORARY 

§ How has the rest of 
world’s culture 
inspired us?  

§ How has the internet 
changed our 
language? 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Looking ahead to Years 10 and 11  
 
 
 

Year 
10 

 
 

 v Unseen prose  
v 19th century prose 
 

 
 

 v Reading non-fiction  
v Writing non-fiction 

 
 
 

 v Creative writing  
v Anthology poetry 

 

 
 
 

Year 
11 

 

v Inspector Calls  
v Revision of 

English Language 
 
 
 
 

 

v Shakespeare 

REVISION 
 

 
 

REVISION 
 
 

 
 
 

 
GCSE EXAMS 

 
Organisation 
All English classes at Turton are mixed ability.  This allows us to have small classes, even for our 
most able pupils. It has also improved our examination results for pupils of all abilities.  
 

Assessment 
Assessments are done regularly in class, and formal assessments take place for the whole year 
group at the end of each academic year.  They assess reading, writing, subject knowledge and 
speaking and listening skills, as well as understanding of context.  These assessments also help 
prepare pupils for the demands of the new GCSE specification.  We also track pupils’ skills in 
reading, writing, and speaking and listening at the end of each term. 
 

Homework 
English homework at Turton is designed to give pupils the knowledge they need to be able to read 
and write confidently.  Pupils will be tested weekly on vocabulary, spelling, private reading and 
sayings. This weekly homework should prepare pupils for GCSE and A-Level.  
 

Special Features 
Students are encouraged to engage with English as much outside the classroom as within it.  
 
§ Year 7 – reward activity day – Medieval Project – KS3 
§ Year 8 – reward trip – Renaissance Project – KS3 
§ Year 9 – BBC School Report – KS3 
§ Theatre trips – KS3, 4, 5 
§ Theatre visiting productions – KS3, 4, 5 
§ Theatre workshops – KS3 
§ Debating club – KS3/4 
§ Newspaper club – KS3/4 
§ World Book Day – KS3 
§ Cinema visits – KS3 
§ Visiting professors, linguists and speakers – KS4 & 5 
 
Keep in Touch 
Lots of the things we do in English and a huge range of extra resources are on our English Blog: 
www.englishatturton.edublogs.org/    



FAITH & ETHICS 
 
 
Subject Leader: Mrs J Edge 
 
 
Year 7 
 
Aims 
In line with the Bolton Agreed Syllabus students will learn a range of key grammar to begin to explore 
“big” questions and start their preparation for KS4 and GCSEs. Students will start to build the skills 
of description, explanation, analysis and evaluation. To compliment this we end the year with our 
visit to three local places of worship.  
 
Course Content 
Are scientific and religious accounts of our origins compatible? 
Outcome or intention: what matters most in the fight for justice? 
What’s so radical about Jesus? 
What does it mean to be Jewish in modern Britain?   
 
Organisation 
Each Year 7 pupil has one lesson a week of Faith and Ethics. This is taught as a form as is 
consequently mixed ability. 
 
Assessment and Homework  
Pupil’s class work is assessed by the classroom teacher, by the pupil and by their peers on a regular 
basis. The students work is assessed against age related expectations and students are given 
feedback on how to further develop. The students will complete an end of year assessment (within 
the whole school KS3 exam week timetable) to check their progress and attainment.   
 
Year 8 
 
Aims 
To build upon the skills and knowledge secured in Year 7 and focus on developing the more 
advanced skills of reflection and application.    
 
Course Content 
Here we look at the theme “Living as a......”   and study the impact a religion has on the everyday 
lives, beliefs, practices and ethics of a religious follower. In Year 8 we look at this theme through 
Hinduism, Christianity and Judaism studying their beliefs, values, worship, practices, and sacred 
texts. The importance of community cohesion is also emphasised.  
 
Organisation 
Each Year 8 pupil has one lesson a week of Faith and Ethics. This is usually taught as a form and 
therefore is mixed ability. 
 
Assessment and Homework  
Pupil’s class work is assessed by the classroom teacher, by the pupil and by their peers on a regular 
basis. The students work is assessed against age related expectations and students are given 
feedback on how to further develop. The students will complete an end of year assessment (within 
the whole school KS3 exam week timetable) to check their progress and attainment.   



GEOGRAPHY 
 
 
Subject Leader: Mr C Searle 
Second in Department Mr D  

A
IM

S 

We aim to build on KS2 knowledge and introduce students to new and exciting ideas 
about the world they live in.  We want to encourage our students to start to ‘think like 
Geographers’ in that they become spatially aware and have questioning minds. We 
wish to broaden our students’ global awareness of locations as well as the links and 
processes which connect them. 

	 	

C
O

UR
SE

 C
O

N
TE

N
T 

Over the three years, the course will allow students to explore their own world. Starting 
in Year 7 we focus on the British Isles and Europe, developing geographical skills 
while studying weather, issues associated with settlements, rivers and flooding.  
In Year 8 we begin by discussing the impact of ice on the landscapes of the UK.  We 
then aim to develop a deeper understanding of physical and human processes as we 
contrast the climate and ecosystems of the British Isles with those of Africa. We also 
consider varying levels development and urbanisation in Ghana and Nigeria. We end 
the year investigating issues associated with our dependence on energy. 
In Year 9 we delve deeper into our rapidly changing world, looking at the issues of 
food security with units on food and farming and population trends. In studying plate 
tectonics, coasts and coral reefs we aim to develop an appreciation of more complex 
areas of study, including linking geology, physical processes and human activity to the 
landscape of the UK. 

	 	

SK
IL

LS
 

We support our students in acquiring many transferable skills including handling data, 
comprehension, effective research, independent learning, communication skills, 
ranging from short sentences to full academic essays.  We aim for resilience to carry 
work through to its best conclusion. 
Our geography specific skills focus on interpreting maps, annotating images, 
presenting data and locating places, patterns and processes. 

	 	

O
UT

SI
DE

 Each year there will be opportunities to study Geography outside the classroom. 
These will be informal investigations around the Turton School site. Further afield there 
will be opportunities to deepen map skills as well as explore the formation of waterfalls 
and investigate the unusual landforms of limestone karst landscape in the Yorkshire 
Dales and an understanding of glaciology in the Lake District. 

	 	

A
SS

ES
SM

EN
T Pupils receive regular verbal and written feedback to promote their achievement and 

build their confidence.  Progress is formally assessed by test and an essay at the end 
of every unit and more regularly through assessed homework. 
There are also opportunities for the students to peer assess their work and develop 
their own self-evaluation of strengths and weaknesses. 

	 	

HO
M

EW
O

RK
 

Homework will take a variety of forms: undertaking research on a specific topic, 
preparing summaries/presentations, spelling tests, memorisation activities and 
applying skills from lessons. Students are encouraged to watch the news for reporting 
of the many issues our global curriculum seeks to cover. 



HISTORY 
 
 
Subject Leader: Mr S Tither 
 
 
History at Turton allows students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of local, British and 
world history, so that it provides a well-informed context for wider learning. The department provides 
a positive introduction to the study of History, building upon the skills developed at Key Stage 2 and 
attempting to instil a genuine interest in the study and understanding of the past. Year 8 will build 
upon these skills with the aim of developing the more advanced historical skills of interpretation and 
source analysis. 
 
Course Content 
The current curriculum overview is shown below. 

Year 7 

Who are the 
British? 
Transition unit 

How and why did 
a Frenchman 
conquer 
England?  
 

What was life like 
in medieval 
times? 
 

Who were the 
Tudors?  
 

Why did England 
destroy itself? 
The rise and fall 
of Stuart 
England. 

Students will study 
a range of themes 
in British history 
that consolidates 
and extends 
pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge from 
before 1066. 

Students will learn 
about the Norman 
invasion of Britain, 
applying various 
historical skills to 
learn about the 
development of the 
country after 1066.  

Students will learn 
about the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509.  
 

Students will learn 
about the impact of 
the Tudor reign on 
British history.  

Students will 
examine how the 
events of the Civil 
War period helped 
to shape Britain’s 
future identity.  
 

Year 8 

Why are 
Civil Right 
so 
important?  

How ‘Great’ 
was the 
British 
Empire? 
 

What was 
life like 
during the 
French 
Revolution? 
 

Who was 
Jack the 
Ripper? 
 

What was 
the 
Industrial 
Revolution? 
 

How has 
the role of 
women 
changed 
throughout 
history?  

How has 
sport 
changed?   
 

Students will 
investigate 
the 
development 
of the slave 
trade and 
the reasons 
for this.  

Students will 
learn about 
what the 
British 
Empire was 
and its 
impact on 
the world 
today. 

Students will 
consider the 
ideas behind 
this and the 
impact this 
had on 
Britain.  
 

Students will 
examine the 
suspects 
behind the 
killings of 
Jack the 
Ripper.  

Students will 
study how 
British 
industry 
developed 
and the 
impact it had 
on ideas, 
political 
power and 
empire.  

Students will 
learn about 
the 
challenge 
that women 
faced in 
Britain.  
 

Students will 
investigate 
how the role 
of sport has 
changed in 
British 
history.  

 
 



Organisation 
In Years 7 and 8 History is taught in mixed ability registration groups. All lessons are taught using a 
variety of teaching methods to ensure the needs of individuals within the group are met and that 
students are working at an appropriate level. 
 
Assessment 
Students’ work is continually assessed through class work. Work is regularly marked by class 
teachers who provide clear feedback that shows how students can improve their progression. This 
continuous feedback gives students the opportunity to reflect upon their own progression and target 
areas for improvement.    
 
Homework 
Homework will be set to build upon the work completed in class. Homework is given to students on 
an orange piece of paper which will be stuck into their class books. The orange sheets provide 
websites and suggestions about the best way to complete the task. Details of this task will also be 
available on the school website and the History VLE pages. 
 
Special features of the course 
Students who impress their teacher either through effort or attainment will be selected as half termly 
‘History Stars’. In order to help develop students’ understanding there are educational visits planned, 
most notably to Quarry Bank Mill in Year 8. 
 
 

 
. 
 

  



LANGUAGES AND CULTURE 
 
 
Subject Leader:  Ms S Mansell 
 
 
Aims 
To enable young people to become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible 
citizens. They will build on the language skills acquired at primary school to help them become 
effective communicators. 
 
Course Content 

 
Students of both French and Spanish will study a range of everyday topics 
to help them to understand how a language works and how they can 
manipulate language for their own purpose.  A variety of teaching methods 
will be used to ensure all pupils’ needs are addressed.  Emphasis will be 
placed on pronunciation. Students will also work towards increasing their 

spontaneity and independence in using the target language. 
 
Organisation 
Students in Year 7 study both French and Spanish and will decide later in the year which language 
they will continue to study in the following years.  In Year 7 they will have 2 hours a week of each 
language and choose at the end of the year which language they will study to GCSE.  In Years 8 
and 9 they have 3 hours of their chosen language. 
 
Assessment 
Students will need to be reflective learners who constantly monitor and evaluate their success in 
understanding and communicating with others. They will use the principles of peer and  
self-assessment to help them set their own targets for improvement. Students will be awarded effort 
grades for work and participation.  Assessments will consist of regular mini quizzes as well as 
module tests. 
 
Homework 
Homework is set at least once a week, and may take the form of listening, reading, speaking or 
writing. Students will also need a bilingual dictionary for use in school and at home. The school 
uses online learning resources to promote independent learning beyond the classroom.  All classes 
will receive homework set online via www.personactivelearn.com.  The class teacher will issue 
usernames and passwords.  We also encourage all students to create “Memrise” and “Quizlet” 
accounts.  This can be done on a PC or downloaded as apps. These free sites help students learn 
vocabulary in a fun way. 
 
Special Features 
 
We want students to have fun in their language lessons so that they are willing to take risks with 
their learning. As much of the teaching as is practical takes place in the foreign language and this 
helps to build students’ confidence.  We integrate a range of ICT into our lessons to enable pupils 
to have access to the global language learning community.  



LEARNING SUPPORT 
 
 
 
Subject Leader:  Mrs C Brindle 
 
 
Pupils on the SEN register may be supported on a withdrawal basis to 
follow programmes in small groups or individually. 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of the programmes are to develop literacy, numeracy and social skills, to enable pupils 
to access all areas of the curriculum independently. 
 
Course Content 
 
Several programmes are used within these sessions once diagnostic assessments are completed 
to identify particular difficulties.  
 
Spelling - several spelling programmes are used including SNIP, Spelling 
Made Easy, Lexia, Wordshark and Nessy. 
 
Reading - pupils work on their functional reading and comprehension skills. 
We have several schemes in place including Dockside, Reading for 
Meaning and Accelerated Reader. We encourage pupils to access the 
school library and read at home regularly. 
 
Numeracy – we provide a number of group interventions during registration and on a withdrawal 
basis. Programmes include Number Work, Springboard 7, My Maths and Pre-teaching.  We also 
offer memory classes to boost retention of information. 
 
Social and Emotional Literacy (SEAL) – we support pupils with language and communication 
difficulties on a small group or one to one basis to improve skills in this area. Programmes include 
Talking Partners, Vocabulary Intervention Programme, Narrative Intervention Programme, Social 
Skills, Nurture and Enrichment. 
 
Assessment 
 
Pupils are assessed regularly after initial assessments to monitor the impact of interventions. 

  



MATHS 
 
 
Senior Leader in Charge: K Leonard  
Key Stage 5 Co-ordinator: Ms A Jackson 
Key Stage 4 Co-ordinator: Mr P Sexton 
Key Stage Co-ordinator: Mr I Mohammed  
 
 
Mastery: A Different Approach 
In order to best prepare pupils for the rigorous new GCSE courses that have recently been 
introduced, students will now be working through a Mastery-style curriculum at KS3. This involves 
spending more time and looking deeper into topics which might have been skipped over in the past 
– it is not enough for a pupil to know how to answer a question, they must also understand why it is 
the answer. 
 
This has several benefits for pupils: 
 
§ It ensures that key topics are not passed over until all pupils have fully grasped the core concepts 

and principals involved. 
§ It will allow pupils to use the skills they have learnt within context more often and with more 

freedom. 
§ It will solidify knowledge of important topics that will be essential to access material at GCSE. 
§ It will ensure that good habits and practices are established early on, saving teaching time later 

in your child’s education. 
§ It will help pupils to engage and achieve in the subject by allowing them more time to grasp 

concepts rather than pushing them on before they are ready. 
 
 
Course Content 
The course is divided into 3 areas: 
 
Preparatory – These modules will ensure a solid grounding for pupils in their secondary education. 
Pupils will have met the majority of these topics in Primary School but may still not fully understand 
them.  
Topics will have a focus on number work, mathematical facts, written methods and basic properties 
of shapes and angles. 
 
Elementary – These modules are designed to impart the most important knowledge and concepts, 
ensuring that pupils can effectively access the GCSE curriculum. 
Topics will focus again on number work, but with a greater emphasis on fractions, decimals and 
negative numbers, as well as an introduction to algebra and more involved shape problems. 
It is our aim that all pupils will have tackled all Elementary module before the end of Key Stage 3. 
 
Intermediate – These more advanced modules will build on the skills learnt in Elementary, allowing 
the most able pupils to access difficult topics at GCSE.  
These modules tackle more advanced areas of algebra, including graph work, multi-step percentage 
problems and advanced shape concepts such as Pythagoras’ Theorem. 
Pupils will only work through Intermediate modules once they have completed all Elementary 
modules. 



Organisation 
 
Setting 
Pupils will not be placed in traditional ‘sets’ based solely on ability, but rather they will be grouped 
together with other pupils who require additional work in the same areas. While not strictly ‘mixed-
ability’, it is important to note that the group your child is placed in does not necessarily reflect their 
ability, nor what set they will be placed in at GCSE. 
 
 
Assessment 
All pupils have been assessed and placed in groups appropriate to their level of knowledge using a 
standardised test at the beginning of the year. 
 
Each module will take approximately a term to complete (or around half that for each Preparatory 
module) with a final assessment and a fixed pass mark. Pupils who are able to pass their 
assessment will be automatically moved on to the next module. However, pupils who are not able 
to pass will be required to re-sit the module until they are confident enough to succeed – this is a 
core principle of the Mastery Curriculum. 
 
 
Current Year 7 
Students will be studying the Mastery Curriculum for two 
years, with modules studied this year carrying over to 
Year 8. 
 
 
Current Year 8 
Students have been placed in groups and given ‘starting 
points’ based on the assessment they completed at the 
end of last year. Although they will have less time working 
on this new curriculum, we anticipate that it will still make 
a great deal of difference to their achievement. 
 
 
Homework 
Homework is set by the class teacher at regular intervals (usually every week) and can take a variety 
of forms – revision for a test, a worksheet or exercise book-based task or even an online homework. 
 
If you feel your child would benefit from extra work, the school has subscribed to an online resource 
named “My Maths”. While the class teacher can set specific homework tasks for their pupils using 
the site, online worksheets and revision lessons are accessible at all times. The current login details 
are: 
 

Site:  www.mymaths.co.uk 
Login:  turton 
Password: positive 

 

  



MUSIC  
 
 
Subject Leader:  Mr J Parkinson 
KS 3 Co-ordinator: Mr S Shepherd 
 
 
Aims 
§ Making and responding to music in a wide variety of musical styles through curricular and extra-

curricular activities.   
§ Develop the ability to work as an effective member of a group, listening skills, concentration, 

creativity, intuition, self-confidence and sensitivity. 
§ Develop pupils’ confidence vocally and instrumentally through performing as an individual and 

as part of a group.   
§ Use listening exercises and discussion to increase awareness and knowledge of the musical 

elements and their application, as well as the different styles and genres of music.   
§ Develop pupils’ ability to compose and to introduce the use of music technology. 
 

NB: Some groups will complete content in a different order than that stated below to facilitate shared 
rooming and resources. The main topics covered are listed in the KS3 music chart below, but 
elements of listening, theory and practical music will occur in most lessons in addition to the main 
focus area for each half-term. 

 
Year 7 First half term Second half term 

Term 1 The Elements of Music 
Singing together. 

Baseline test. 

Understanding of basic terminology such as 
Tempo, Dynamic, Pitch, Texture, Structure. 

Rhythm & Pitch 
Practical rhythm games, pulse, timekeeping. 

Introduction to music notation – rhythm & pitch. 

Interactive notation trainers and games – 
reading music ‘the basics’. 

Christmas Keyboard performance pieces. 

Term 2 Instruments of Orchestra and Bands 
Students learn about a large variety of 
instruments. How they work and how they 
sound. Research includes lessons and tests 
on the interactive platform ‘Focus on Sound’ 
where students can see and hear 
instruments being demonstrated. 

Keyboard performance and recording 
Students learn a melody to a well-known film or 
pop chart on the keyboard. They record this 
using Mixcraft Software over the top of a 
backing track. More advanced students will 
also record the backing parts. 

Composing a soundtrack for a computer game. 

Term 3 Ukulele 
Introduction to Ukulele. Performing as a 
class and in small groups. Playing to a 
backing track. 

Revision for the end of year exam – 
elements, instruments, notation. 

 

End of year Exam 
Jampod performance work 
Working as a rock band on a variety of 
instruments. Their first experience of using 
jampods and performing in rock bands. 



(NB: Some groups will do term 2 material then term 1) 

Year 8 First half term Second half term 

Term 1 Film Music 
Pupils look at the role of music in film and 
media. They listen and study devices used 
by composers and create their own 
compositions to short film extracts. 

Film Music continued 
Keyboard performance and recording 
Each student learns, performs and records a 
piece of film music. 

More advanced players perform and record 
elements of the backing track too.  

Term 2 Blues Music  
Pupils look at the history of Blues music and 
how it evolved into modern rock music. 
Keyboard skills such as chord, riff and 
improvisation forms the basis for the first 
half term. 

Blues Music continued 
The class splits into groups of 4/5 and they 
compose their own blues song. This is 
performed on jampods (rock band format). 

 

Term 3 Jampod – rock band work 
Working in small rock bands to produce a 
performance of a well-known pop song. 

Revision for the end of year exam (all Year 
7 & Year 8 material) 

End of year Exam 
Ukulele 
Ukulele lessons continue from Year 7. 
Performing as a class, individually and in small 
groups. Playing to a backing track. 

Year 9 First half term Second half term 

Term 1 Keyboard Performance work 
Students learn the melody, chords and 
other ingredients to enable them to build a 
complete track of a taught piece. 

Jampod group performance work 
Working in groups and using guitars, 
keyboards and drums the students learn and 
perform a well-known rock/pop song. 

Term 2 Sibelius notation work 
A more in-depth look at how music  
notation works. Theoretical exercises and 
composition tasks are set using the notation 
software Sibelius. 

Historical & Stylistic studies 
A range of music from different periods and 
styles is examined through listening and 
research tasks. 

Focus on Sound is used as a research tool 
allowing students to develop and progress at 
different rates and measuring that progress. 

Term 3 Class Performance task 
Students use their own specialist instrument 
within a class or half-class ensemble to 
create and perform a piece. 

Large revision module for ‘end of KS3 exam’ 
– content on anything covered in the last 3 
years. 

End of year Exam 
Some tasks relating to GCSE music 
preparation for those for whom this is relevant. 

Final class performance work on jampods and 
ukuleles. 

 
  



PERFORMING ARTS  
 
 
Subject Leader:  Miss J Bimpson 
 
 
Aims 
To provide students with a diverse experience of the Drama, with the aim of 
nurturing their social abilities and emotional intelligence in line with the Turton Touchstones.  Drama 
techniques and conventions will be introduced practically and will be explored by analysis of live 
performance and peer assessment.  Students’ capacity to create, perform and evaluate will be 
developed. 
 
Course Content 
Students will be introduced to a range of dramatic techniques, which will enable students to develop 
social ability, emotional intelligence and the language of criticism.  
 
The course introduces students to a variety of topics and dramatic experiences, allowing exploration 
of performance styles and design elements, and engagement in discussion of themes and issues.  
Students are encouraged to evaluate the success of both the process and the performance through 
verbal feedback, as well as written commentary and analysis.   
 
Organisation 
All classes are taught as mixed ability groups.  Lessons are delivered through a wide variety of 
teaching and learning styles such as demonstration, modelling and teacher in role.  This approach 
is designed to develop the students’ practical skills, social ability and powers of analysis and 
reflection.  
 
Assessment 
Students are regularly assessed by the teacher and are given verbal and written feedback on their 
progress. Feedback can be to a small group of students, pairs or individuals.  Peer assessment is 
an integral part of the Drama programme and is used to develop the language of criticism.  A formal 
termly assessment of student progress is undertaken practically, based on the students’ ability to 
create, perform and evaluate.  All students are set regular targets to guide them towards achieving 
Mastery in this subject. 
 
Homework 
Students will be set an independent project based on developing their ability to manage their own 
learning through research, reflection and presentation of ideas. The topics will enhance students’ 
understanding and experience of drama and theatre. During the course of the year students will also 
be given some preparation tasks for lessons, such as learning lines, acquiring props and costume 
and rehearsal of work, to be undertaken in their own time. This is very much in keeping with the 
independent nature of the subject and provides excellent scaffolding for progression onto GCSE 
Drama and A-level Theatre Studies courses. 
 
Special Features 
Theatre trips and watching and analysing the work of GCSE Drama students as well as A ‘Level 
Theatre Studies students. 

 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
Subject Leader: Mr L Carr 
 
 
Within Key Stage 3 the focus is to implement the Trivium into the curriculum based on three main 
compositions. The aspects of our curriculum in Key Stage 3 begins by teaching the mechanics of 
language to the student that will develop a base of knowledge of key principles to build upon each 
year. This will allow the students to develop ideas, making links and analysing performance using 
logical links with a focus on using data. The students will reflect on their own and each other’s 
performance, as well as how to give and use feedback which develops them personally and socially. 
In order to meet the National Curriculum attainment target students will have the ability to perform 
and communicate fluently the key concepts covered throughout Key Stage 3. 
 
During practical lesson the students will work as individuals, in groups and in teams, developing 
concepts of fairness and of personal and social responsibility. The curriculum encourages them to 
take on different roles and responsibilities, including leadership, coaching and officiating. Through 
the range of experiences that we offer, it is expected that students will learn how to be effective in 
competitive, creative and challenging situations.  
 
Students are taught in single sex groups with two boys groups and two girls groups timetabled 
together. Students are assessed in the first term in Year 7 based on the students’ confidence and 
competence in our introductory unit of work. These groups are continually reviewed over the Key 
Stage with the aim of having every student working in an environment in which they feel comfortable 
and can achieve their potential.  
 
Alongside the practical components, each activity will have a theoretical aspect.  Through the focus 
of trivium we feel it is necessary to embed GCSE theoretical aspect from the start of KS3 all the way 
through until they start in KS4.  This is advantageous as we value conceptual understanding that 
allows the students to acquire a thirst for both practical and theoretical topics in Physical Education.  
Students are assessed in each year on the knowledge of both theoretical and practical aspects, as 
well as their practical ability to gain an overall grading. 
 
There are numerous opportunities for students to engage in PE outside of curriculum time during 
Key Stage 3. Students are offered opportunities in order to develop their interests further and 
represent Turton School in Borough, Regional and National Schools competitions if they so desire.  
 
Girls clubs:  
§ Netball, Hockey, Football and Fitness 
§ Badminton, Gymnastics, Dance Ultimate Frisbee and Swimming  
§ Athletics, and Rounder’s 
 
Boys clubs:  
§ Rugby, Football and Fitness 
§ Badminton, Table Tennis, Ultimate Frisbee Swimming and Basketball 
§ Athletics and Cricket 
 
There are also fixtures in cross-country, sports hall athletics, badminton and swimming at various 
points in the year, which are advertised to both the boys and girls.  
 
 



The department also runs a ski trip each year to students, which gives them a fantastic opportunity 
to experience a physical activity in a completely different environment 
 
How you can support your child/Resources:  
 
It is essential for the progress of students in PE that they are correctly equipped for every lesson 
and you can support your child by helping them with this organisation. It is excellent for students to 
get involved in some of the many excellent sports clubs from around the city to further develop their 
enthusiasm for the subject. We have a range of strong club links that we can share with students 
when an interest is expressed. It can also be very inspirational for students to have the opportunity 
to watch high level sporting performances when the opportunities arise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCIENCE 
 
 
Subject Leader:  Mr M Smith 
KS3 Coordinator: Mrs R Downing 
 
 
Aims 
To build on learning at Key Stage 2, further developing key concepts and processes in Science and 
to understand how Science works. 
 
Course Content 
Students complete 12 topics during Year 7 and again in Year 8, covering areas of Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology.  They have the opportunity to develop investigative practical work and 
develop ideas about Science as they relate to the everyday life of students.  The topic rota can be 
found on the Science section of the school website. 
 
Organisation 
All classes are taught as form groups throughout Year 7 and in broadly streamed groups in Year 8. 
These sets are very fluid and set movement can take place at key points in the year after progress 
reviews. Lessons are delivered using a variety of approaches, developing the pupils’ listening, 
literacy, knowledge, numeracy, ICT and practical skills.  The students are encouraged to take 
responsibility for their learning, to work in teams, to work independently, be creative thinkers and be 
reflective about their learning.  They will develop the skills of a good learner which will remain with 
them for the rest of their life. 
 
Assessment 
Work is assessed continuously through regular book marking and self and peer assessment.  
Students complete tests and other assessed tasks at regular intervals throughout the year which 
are assessed by their teachers to gauge progress.  There is also a terminal test at the end of the 
year. Progress is compared against age related expectations rather than specific targets by the 
teacher and students are actively encouraged to monitor their own progress through the use of 
Learning Journeys. 
. 
Homework 
Homework is on average set once every three lessons.  The homework will focus on Science 
literacy, numeracy consolidation, enrichment and research activities. Students will develop a 
breadth of Science related skills making use of a variety of learning styles in their homework. 
 
Special Features 
Various trips are organised throughout the year and there are regular extra-curricular opportunities. 


